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A  CLINICAL  EEPOET  ON  CANCER  OF  THE 
FEMALE  SEXUAL  OROANS. 

I. — Introduction. 

In  this  essay  it  is  proposed  to  give  a  brief  account  of  the 
principal  cases  of  cancer  of  the  female  sexual  organs,  which 
have  taUen  under  my  notice  during  the  last  few  years  The 
notes^  from  which  the  absti-acts  are  made,  were  taken  in 
each  mstance  at  the  time  the  patient  first  appHed  for  advice  • 
aiid,  although  no  idea  was  then  entertained  of  pubHshini 
them  yet,  on  recently  studying  their  detaHs,  it  seemed  possible 
toat  these  cluneal  observations,  however  trifling  they  may  be 
might  tend  towards  a  more  perfect  knowledge  of  the  onsm 
and  dissenunation  of  this  fearful  malady. 

The  greater  frequency  of  cancer  in  the  female  than  in  the  male 
sex,  appears  to  be  due  to  the  HabiHty  of  the  breast  and  uterus  to 
be  affected  by  it.    Putting  these  organs  aside,  it  would  seem 
to  be  most  common  mmen ;  since  the  skin,  bones,  and  dio-estive 
organs  are  found  to  be  more  prone  to  it  in  them  than  in 
women     3^et  if  we  beKeve,  as  it  is  by  no  means  certain  that 
we  ought  to,  that  cancer  is  never  a  local  disease,  and  that  it  is 
independent  of  external  causes,  then  it  must  be  aUowed  that 
It  matters  but  little  what  organ  is  affected ;  for  if  a  maHgnant 
diathesis  exists  before  there  is  any  local  manifestation  of  dis- 
ease. It  IS  clearly  unimportant  where  the  latter  first  becomes 
apparent.    Under  these  circumstances  the  breast  and  uterus 
may  be  merely  selected  because  they  afford  more  favourable 
sites  for  the  development  of  the  disease  than  the  skin  or  bones. 
In  other  words,  if  women  could  be  deprived  of  their  sexual 
organs,  would  they  stiU  be  much  greater  sufferers  from  cancer 
tnaa  men,  the  disease  being  developed  in  other  tissues  ? 

ims  question  as  to  whether  cancer  is  really  a  constitutional 
affection  or  whether  at  first  it  may  not  be  only  a  local  disease, 
IS  a  most  important  one.  MiiUer  evidently  beUeved  that  the 
question  was  a  doubtful  one,  for  he  remarks Those 
growths  may  be  termed  cancerous  which  destroy  the  natural 
structure  of  all  tissues,  which  are  constitutional  from  their  very 
commencement,  or  become  so  in  the  natural  process  of  develop- 
ment, and  which,  when  once  they  have  infected  the  constitu- 
tion, it  extirpated,  invariably  return,  and  conduct  the  persons 


1,  aff.o+«r1  Viv  tliem  to  inevitable  destruction."  ( On  the 
Growths  which  may  be  eonfouncled  with  ^t      Translated  by 

^.  ^   Z.i.^ZiTl"San^^  the  unfavourable  result  which 
soToLtant^tCs  the  r:^oval  of  a  malignant  tumour.  Most 
sur^eon^^^^^^      to  think  that  a  successful  operation  does  not 
3n3  beyond  a  few  months,  since,  in  almost  aU  mstances, 
the  dife^e  returns  in  the  cicatrix  or  in  soma  other  tissue. 
ConseqS^^        ultimate  destiny  of  a  cancerous  patient  is 
prty'  celL  if  this  view  be  correct    In  favour  o  r^^e 
following  points  are  deservmg  of  notice :— ihe  eidei  Munxo 
had  d^ty  operations  for  cancer,  and  sixty  relapses  ;   for  he 
s^vs  that  only  four  out  of  the  sixty  were  free  from  the  disease 
oTtwryears^  but  three  of  these  eventually  had  cancer  of  the 
mamma,  and  he  fourth  an  ulcerated  cancer  of  the  hp.  Mac- 
SrlZ  operated  in  thirty-two  cases,  and  collepted  notes  of 
S^y-sS^  other  instances  operated  upon  by  his  colleagues; 
but  of  tl^se  one  hundred  and  eighteen  cases  there  was  no  one 
[n  which  the  malady  did  not  recur.    In  a  work  on  can^r  by 
M.  Broca,  it  is  said  that  of  nineteen  cases  m  which  tumoin-s 
were  removed  by  Blandin,  and  which  were  proved  by  the 
rc  osco^e  t^beLcerous,^  one  --^,^^3  ,^70? 
recurrence  of  the  disease  for  two  years.    Lebert  asserts  that  ot 
Sv-four  cases  operated  on  for  cancer,  six  died  after  the 
oSion  twenty-one  had  a  recurrence  of  the  (hsease  within  a 
Sd  varying  Lm  three  months  to  twenty-four,  while  the 
SaW^sefen  were  lost  sight  of.    Gluge  says,  "  I  myself 
have's  /et  never  seen  a  lasting  cure  of  a  Wer 
and  celebrated  surgeons  have  confessed  to  me  that  they  have 
met  with  so  many  fatal  relapses  amongst  the  ^^^J^^^^^ 
stances  of  extirpated  cancer,  that  they  consider  the  few  cases 
which  ended  happily  were  not  cancer."    (Atlas  derPathologi 
schen  Anatomie.    Zwolfte  Lieferung,  p.  5,  J ena,  , 

On  the  other  hand,  Yelpeau  assei-ts  that  he  has  operated  on 
two  hundred  and  fifty  cases,  in  which  the  patients  survived  the 
operation,  and  of  these  twenty  have  been  radically  cui-ed  xne 
statistics  of  this  surgeon  will  be  more  fully  analysed  m  the 
next  section.  Again,  Mayo  states,  that  carcinoma  ot  tlie 
mamma,  even  when  removed  early,  and  operated  on  unaer 
favourable  circumstances,  recui'S  in  ^^^^ety-five  cases  on,  o 
every  hundred,  so  that  we  may  infer  he  did  ^^ot  thmk  a  c^e 
impossible.  So  also  Boyer  asserts  that  of  more  tjan  one  liu^_ 
dred  cases  in  which  he  has  known  excision  practised  tor  c^ 
cerous  tumours  of  the  breast,  or  of  other  paits,  he  has  known 
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only  four  or  five  cases  which  were  thereby  radically  cured. 
Scarpa,  in  a  very  extensive  practice,  knew  of  three  cases  in 
which  no  relapse  followed  the  removal. 

_  But  I  think  it  may  also  be  fairly  asked  if,  in  the  great  ma- 
jority of  operations  we  are  suflSciently  careful  to  remove  the 
whole  of  the  disease?    In  an  excellent  paper  by  the  late 
Schroeder  Van  der  Kolk,  this  observer  shows  that  around  a 
carcmomatous  tumour,  in  tissues  which  appeal-  perfectly  sound 
to  the  naked  eye,  the  disease  becomes  developed  under  the 
form  of  small  cells,  nuclei,  and  granular  matter.    The  nearer 
the  growth  the  larger  are  the  cells,  and  the  more  numerous 
the  groups  of  them,  as  is  seen  by  a  microscopic  examination  of 
the  tissues.    Hence  in  any  operation  for  the  removal  of  the 
cancer,  it  is  not  only  most  important  to  take  away  as  much  of 
the  apparently  sound  parts  surrounding  the  tumour  as  can  be 
done  without  too  great  injury ;  but  it  is  essentiaUy  necessary, 
alter  the  operation  is  over,  to  examine,  microscopically,  the 
edges  of  the  portion  removed,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  gra- 
nular matter,  nuclei,  or  ceUs  exist  in  any  part  of  the  tissue, 
fehould  this  be  found  to  be  the  case,  we  must  conclude  that  the 
disease  has  not  been  whoUy  and  completely  removed  ;  and  the 
wound  being  still  open,  a  farther  portion  should  be  cut  off  in 
the  situation  where  the  cancer  cells  and  nuclei  were  seen. 
i<rom  his  mvestigations,  the  eminent  Professor  of  Utrecht 
drew  the  foUowing  conclusions  :— 1.  That  through  an  inter- 
change of  material  taking  place  between  cancer-ceUs  and  inter- 
ceUular  fluid,  the  latter  acquii-es  the  property  of  forming  new 
nuclei,  and  eeUs  of  a  simHar  nature.    2.  This  interceUidax 
tlmcl  passes,  a  ong  with  the  parenchymatous  fluid  pervading 
the  sound  parts,  into  the  textures  adjoining  the  tumour.  The 
parenchymatous  fluid  thus  acquires  the  same  constituents  and 
tendency  to  form  simOar  cells,  which  now  become  developed 
among  the  healthy  surrounding  tissues  in  the  course  of  the 
areolar  membrane.     3.  On  account  of  the  minuteness  and 
small  number  of  the  last-mentioned  cells,  their  presence  cannot 
be  detected  with  the  naked  eye  ;  so  that  the  surrounding  parts 
may  appear  to  be  perfectly  sound,  notwithstanding  that  they 
contain  the  germs  of  the  advancing  formation  of  cancer.  4. 
in  operating  for  cancer  a  large  quantity  of  the  adjacent  soimd 
tissue  must  be  taken  away,  while  the  edges  of  the  part  should 
be  minutely  examined.    6.  The  existence  of  burning  shooting 
pains  m  carcinoma  may  be  taken  as  evidence  that  the  cancer-cells 
have  reached  the  neighbouring  nerves  ;  in  which  case  the  disease 
can  hardly  be  regarded  as  a  local  one,  and  it  cannot  be  hoped 
that  an  operation  will  be  pennanently  successful.    6.  By  tlie 
absorption  of  the  infected  parenchymatous  fluid  through  the 
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Ivmiohatics  and  veins,  the  whole  body  seems  to  become  more 
Ss  taU^^^    so  that  secondary  cancer  ensues  m  distant 

^roT  w^^^^^^  t^t  both  within  the  sarcolemma  and  the 
Xus  tubes,  similair  nuclei  and  cells  accompanxed  ^^^^^ 

nn  absorntion  of  the  muscular  fibre,  and  ol  the  contents 
of  tt  nerved  and  attended  with  the  deposition  of  fat,  by 
wHch  these  parts  waste  and  are  destroyed  -^^e  the 
rounding  membranes  (sarcolemma  and  waUs  of  the  nervous 
tubes)  remain.  (On  the  Formation  and  Extension  of  Cancer- 
ceUri  the  neighbourhood  of  Cancer,  and  their  Importance  m 
he  Perfo—  of  an  Operation  Bntish  and  Fore^n  Med.o- 
CMrurgical  Review,  vol.  15,  p.  290.    London  :  18550 

It  has  been  said  that  vetermary  P^^hology  presente  m^^^ 
good  cases  iHustrating  the  cure  of  cancer  ;  ^^-Jthat  there  ar^ 
several  instances  in  which  a  radical  cure  has  been  obtained  by 
operat  nreaSy  on  animals,  while  the  disease- was  as  yet  loca 
Td  not  fully  developed.  It  is  much  to  be  desired  that  emment 
veteri^aiTJnrgeons  would  give  us  some  rehable  information 
iftHsSI  -Hch  it  wolld  not  be  difficidt  them 
seeing  that  mares,  horses,  asses,  mules,  oxen,  pigs,  dogs,  &.C., 
are  not  unfrequently  affected  by  this  disease. 

The  proportionate  frequency  of  cancer  m  the  two  sexes  can 
be  weU  seen  by  a  reference  to  the  Tmnty-thi^  Amual  Beport 
o}ZBegistrl-General.  From  this  volume  the  foUowmg  facts 

"?he%t^'atrof  England  in  the  middle  of  the  ye^  I860 
was  esthnated  at  19,902,918.     The  total  deaths  Engknd 
from  all  causes,  for  the  year  1860,  were  422,721 :  the  number 
for  the  males  being  215,238 ;  that  for  the  females,  207  483 
The  deaths  from  cancer  were  6,827,  or  2,100  males  ^27 
females.    This  gives  a  proportion  of  348  deaths  from  cancer  to 
evTy  1  000,000  persons  lining.  If  we  estimate  the  nnportance 
of  cancer  from  the  mortality  which  it  produces,  we  shaU  tind 
that  it  stands  eighteenth  on  a  list  of  some  112  diseases  and  acci- 
dents.    The  deaths  from  cancer  are  not  to  be  f  f  Pf^^d  wito 
those  from  phthisis,  an  affection  which  proved  fatal  to  Oi,u^* 
persons  in  England  in  1860.     So,  again,  in  the  same  year 
bronchitis  was  the  cause  of  nearly  five  times  as  many  deaths  as 
cancer ;  pneumonia  and  convulsions,  each  nearly  four  times  as 
many ;  heart  disease,  not  quite  three  times  as  many ;  wniie 
scarlatina,  measles,  and  apoplexy  destroyed  haH  as  many  again. 
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To  sliow  tlie  age  at  wliicli  cancer  is  most  fatal,  the  following 
table  has  been  compiled  from  the  Registi'ar-Greneral's  Eeports  :— 


A  Table  of  74,794  Deaths  prom  Cancer  in  England. 


Males  22,153. 

tTuder 
5 

Years. 

5— 

10— 

15— 

25— 

35— 

45— 

55— 

65— 

75— 

85— 

95 
and 
up- 
wds. 

1848 
1849 
18o0 
1851 
1852 
1853 
1854 
1855 
1856 
1857 
1858 
1859 
1860 

33 
37 
36 
31 
46 
27 
39 
26 
10 
15 
25 
26 
23 

10 
15 
13 
8 

10 

12 

10 

10 

9 

11 

12 

11 

14 

16 

8 

6 

9 

7 

8 

8 

6 

14 
10 
6 
9 
7 

27 

36 
28 
32 
38 
38 
37 
30 
32 
41 
43 
37 
43 

67 
62 
82 
71 
73 
96 
76 
113 
78 
93 
77 
89 
83 

152 
130 
132 
150 
173 
171 
188 
224 
172 
190 
198 
194 
214 

239 
240 
251 
255 
332 
319 
333 
294 
352 
324 
329 
384 
421 

359 
357 
367 
396 
402 
469 
475 
606 
499 
480 
681 
625 
650 

339 
292 
312 
368 
362 
393 
381 
440 
400 
472 
495 
456 
621 

112 
132 
161 
154 
145 
183 
183 
160 
196 
158 
171 
203 
206 

21 
18 
21 
27 
15 
23 
22 
15 
27 
24 
31 
29 
19 

1? 
3? 
1? 
1 

2? 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

Total 

374 

145 

113 

462 

1050 

2288 

4073 

6966 

5231 

2153 

292 

17 

Females  62,641. 

1848 
1849 
1850 
1851 
1852 
1853 
18B4 
1855 
1856 
1857 
1858 
1859 
1860 

41 
41 
30 
45 
33 
52 
46 
16 
13 
20 
27 
16 
23 

8 
8 
11 
11 
14 
17 
13 
9 
5 
8 
8 
6 
11 

» 

17 
12 
5 
9 

14 
12 
9 
7 

11 

4 
6 

43 
50 
38 
45 
46 
49 
60 
37 
37 
44 
44 
40 
49 

168 
187 
195 
198 
185 
217 
220 
220 
215 
234 
184 
223 
205 

536 
619 
537 
674 
604 
644 
666 
711 
650 
698 
717 
711 
767 

867 
866 
883 
939 
985 
994 
1011 
1049 
1010 
1068 
1110 
1992 
1158 

836 

866 

901 

889 

978 

899 

991 

1067 

1007 

1126 

1119 

1175 

1225 

640 
629 
664 
699 
682 
734 
730 
724 
784 
831 
876 
876 
885 

268 
269 
257 
264 
302 
295 
280 
305 
290 
302 
321 
320 
351 

35 
43 
33 
39 
35 
39 
49 
39 
46 
53 
46 
38 
54 

7  ? 
2? 
1 
1 

3? 
3  ? 
2 
2 
3 

1 

5 
3 

Total 

403 

129 

125 

572 

2651 

8304 

14819 

13078 

9764 

3824 

649 

33 

Total  Males  and  Females  in  Thirteen  Teaks,  74,794. 

777 

274 

238 

1034 

3701 

10692 

17292 

19033 

14986 

5977 

841 

60 

Now,  if  the  foregoing  table  be  carefully  examined,  one  point 
will  appear  somewhat  prominently.  It  is  this  : — That  up  to  the 
age  of  fifteen  the  deaths  from  cancer  are  pretty  equal  in  both  sexes. 
But  when  the  female  sexual  organs  got  into  full  activity,  and  this 
activity  has  had  time  to  tell,  then  the  mortality  from  cancer  ia 
women  begins  to  rise,  until  it  becomes  greatly  in  excess  of  that 
in  men.  Thus,  taking  the  totals  for  the  thirteen  years,  wo  find 
that  between  the  ages  of  15  and  25  there  were  462  male  deaths, 
and  572  female  ;  between  25  and  35  the  numbers  are  1,050  and 
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2  651 ;  between  35  and  45  the  male  deaths  are  2,288  to  8,304 
female  ;  from  45  to  55  there  are  4,073  male  to  13,219  female  ; 
from  55  to  65  the  numbers  are  5,955  to  13,078,  and  then  they 
continue  nearly  in  the  proportion  of  two  female  victims  to  one 
male.  Now,  what  is  there  in  the  female  constitution,  or  in  their 
sexual  organs,  that  predisposes  women  to  this  disease  ?  Why 
should  they  suffer  more  from  it  about  the  oliniacterio  period  than 
at  any  other  time  ?     What  is  the  explanation  of  cancer  of  the 
uterus  being  so  much  more  frequent  than  cancer  of  the  penis, 
or  of  the  prostate  gland  ;  or  why  should  maHgnant  disease  of 
the  female  mammary  gland  be  so  common,  and  that  of  the  male 
breast  so  rare  ?    It  cannot  be  the  result  of  accident.    If _  the 
disease  were  constitutional  from  the  beginning,  we  might 
naturally  expect  to  find  the  female  breast  more  frequently 
affected  than  the  male  rudimentary  organ;  but  then  men 
ought  to  suffer  much  more  than  women  from  cancer  of  some 
other  tissue,  so  as  to  make  the  balance  equal  in  the  end.  An 
explanation  seems  more  readily  given,  supposing  it  can  he 
allowed,  that  the  disease  is  at  first  local,  and  that  irritation 
acts  in  any  way  as  a  cause.     And  the  fact  that  cancer  of  the 
breast  is  as  common  in  the  single  woman  as  in  the  married,  in 
no  way  tells  against  this  hypothesis ;  because  the  mammae 
are  really  in  an  irritable  condition  at  every  catamenial  period, 
while  they  are  sympathetically  affected  in  most  ovarian  and 
iiterine  diseases. 

But  it  is  just  as  easy  to  ask  questions  as  it  is  difficult 
to  answer  them.     Tor  my  own  part,  I  feel  quite  in  doubt 
as  to  whether  cancer  is  ever  a  local  disease.    For,  if  some 
specious  arguments  can  be  brought  forward  to  settle  this  ques- 
tion in  the  affirmative,  there  are  quite  as  many  good  reasons 
for  deciding  it  in  the  negative.    Thus,  amongst  other  points,  it 
seems  impossible  to  doubt  but  that  a  tendency  to  cancerous 
disease  may  be  inherited.     This  fact  is  not,  perhaps,  very 
clearly  shown  in  the  following  tables ;  but  then  very  many  of 
my  patients  have  belonged  to  the  lower  classes  of  society,  and 
these  people  are  generally  so  ignorant  of  their  family  history, 
and  often  give  such  random  answers  to  questions,  that  no 
reliance  can  be  placed  upon  their  statements.     I  have  m  at 
least  three  or  four  instances  been  able  to  prove  that  a  patient  s 
mother  perished  from  cancer  of  the  uterus,  when  she  was  said 
to  have  died  from  "the  change  of  life."     It  is  only  by  re- 
membering that  the  statements  of  private  are  more  reliable 
than  those  of  hospital  patients  that  we  can  explain  the  discre- 
pancies which  exist  between  difterent  reports  as  to  the  heredi- 
tary nature  of  cancer.  Thus,  Mi-.  Sibley,  in  statistics  of  cancer, 
obtained  from  the  Middlesex  Hospital,  found  that,  of  the  total 
number  of  305  cases  in  which  the  point  was  inquired  into, 
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cancer  was  only  traced  in  the  families  of  thirty-four,  or  8f  per 
cent.  Of  these,  30  were  females,  and  4  males.  (Medico- 
Chirurgical  Transactions,  vol.  42,  p.  130.  London.  1859.) 
Mr.  Baker,  on  the  other  hand,  in  analysing  the  puhlic  and 
private  cases  of  Mr.  Paget,  found  the  presence  or  absence  of 
cancer  in  other  members  of  the  patient's  family  recorded  in  322 
instances.  Of  these,  78  or  24-2  per  cent,  had'  one  or  more 
cancerous  relatives.  {Medico- Chirurgical  Transactions,  ^ol,  45, 
p.  397.    London.  1862.) 

There  are  many  striking  proofs  on  record  of  the  tendency  to 
cancerous  disease  being  inherited.  Thus,  Yelpeau  relates  the 
history  of  three  sisters,  who  each  suffered  from  cancer  of  the 
breast,  of  which  disease  the  mother  died, — Warren  records  the 
following  instance  : — The  grandfather  died  of  cancer  of  the  lip. 
The  son  had  cancer  of  the  breast,  as  well  as  two  of  his  sisters. 
A  daughter  of  one  of  the  ladies  had  cancer  of  the  breast,  which 
Warren  removed  at  an  early  period,  but  death  took  place  some 
years  afterwards  of  cancer  of  the  uterus.  A  daughter  of  the 
gentleman  had  cancer  of  the  breast  at  the  time  of  the  report. — 
In  a  case  related  by  Mr.  Sibley,  the  mother  of  a  family  of  seven 
children  died  of  cancer  of  the  left  breast.  Of  her  six  daughters, 
five  suffered  from  scirrhus  of  the  left  breast,  while  the  only  son 
died  of  phthisis. — In  a  case  of  cancer  of  the  rectum,  which  was 
under  my  care,  the  grandmother  and  mother  of  the  patient,  both 
died  of  cancer  of  the  breast ;  while  the  only  sister's  death  occui-- 
red  after  "  the  removal  of  a  tumour  in  the  glands  of  the  neck." 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  this  question  as  to  the 
general  or  local  nature  of  cancer  cannot  be  decided  one  way  or 
the  other.  But  though  I  feel  very  undecided  upon  the  point,  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  if  this  terrible  disease  is  at  first 
local,  it  very  soon  becomes  general ;  and  that  when  it  has 
become  so,  then  no  lasting  benefit  can  be  hoped  for  from  any 
operation.  The  cancerous  cachexia  is  indicated  by  a  pale 
yellowish  complexion,  emaciation,  and  great  debility  :  appetite 
there  is  none,  the  mental  depression  is  great,  the  days  and 
nights  are  passed  in  increasing  pain,  and  there  is  the  most 
marked  anaemia.  When  matters  have  reached  this  stage,  a  few 
short  weeks,  or  at  the  best,  months,  and  dropsy  with  fatal  ex- 
haustion will  ensue. 

If  therefore  any  good  is  to  be  looked  for  from  the  excision  of 
a  cancerous  growth,  it  can  only  be  expected  when  the  disease 
is  in  an  early  stage,  when  it  is  merely  of  a  few  months  dura- 
tion. The  importance  of  removing  every  trace  of  the  morbid 
tissue,  as  well  as  tlie  difficulty  of  doing  so,  are  points  which 
have  .already  been  dwelt  upon. 

With  regard  to  the  removal  of  malignant  growths  by 
caustics,  my  experience  has  not  been  very  limited.    But  I  am 
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obliged  to  confess,  that  this  plan  of  treatment,  which  in  some 
respects  appears  so  promising  fails  to  cure  the  disease.  In  one 
case  of  scirrhus  of  the  breast,  hopes  were  raised  that  perma- 
nent good  had  been  effected ;  but  the  patient  and  myself  were 
deceived  and  disappohoited.  In  cancer  of  the  uterus,  I  believe 
that  the  application  of  caustics  really  hastens  the  fatal  event ; 
this  opinion  having  been  forced  upon  me  by  the  failure  of  re- 
peated trials. 

How  is  it  then  that  we  hear  of  cures  by  this  method  of 
treatment?  The  following,  as  a  solitary  case,  is  not  worth 
much,  perhaps  ;  but  .it  serves  to  show  this  fact,  that  a  lady  was 
treated  for  cancer,  who,  in  my  opinion,  had  no  malignant 
disease  at  all.  If  the  treatment  had  not  proved  fatal,  what  a 
wonderful  em-e  might  have  been  paraded  before  the  non-pro- 
fessional public.    The  chief  facts  of  the  case  are  these  : — 

On  January  6,  1857,  1  was  consulted  by  Mrs.  B.,  aged  38,  on  account  of  a 
tumour  in  each,  mammary  gland.    The  patient  was  married,  and  had  been 
pregnant  three  times.    On  the  first  occasion  she  aborted ;  on  the  second  crani- 
otomy was  had  recourse  to  at  the  full  term ;  and  on  the  third,  premature  labour 
was  induced  at  the  seventh  month,  but  the  child  only  lived  a  few  days.  The 
last  labour  was  five  years  ago.    On  examination  a  tumour  was  found  in  the 
right  mamma,  the  size  of  a  hen's  egg ;  it  was  freely  movable,  rather  hard,  but 
not  at  all  painful,  and  was  accidentally  discovered    four  months  ago ; 
since  which  time  it  has  not  increased  in  size.    In  the  left  gland  there  was  also 
a  small  tumour,  the  size  of  a  filbert,  which  was  painful ;  it  had  existed  four 
years.    The  diagnosis  was  chronic  mammary  tumours.    It  was  advised  that  they 
should  be  left  alone,  and  it  was  strongly  insisted  upon  that  they  were  not 
cancerous.    Ordered  alteratives  and  cod-liver  oil.    On  March  10,  1857,  the 
patient  again  saw  me,  when  I  noticed  that  the  tumours  were  in  the  same  state 
as  in  January  ;  though  she  said  the  one  in  the  right  breast  was  much  larger. 
As  Mrs.  B.  was  anxious  to  get  rid  of  them,  she  was  told  that  they  might  with 
safety  be  removed  by  the  Imife,  if  they  were  painful  or  troublesome.  Without 
seeing  me  again,  she  put  herself  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Fell,  who  stated  that 
the  tumour  in  the  right  breast  was  a  cancer.  On  May  16,  1857,  this  gentleman 
commenced  its  removal  by  applying  caustic.  In  six  weeks  the  mass  came  away, 
but  three  or  four  more  weeks  elapsed  before  the  part  healed.    "  During  the 
process  of  burning  it  was  very  great  agony,"  according  to  the  statement  of 
Mrs.  B.    About  the  middle  of  August  the  patient  had  severe  pains  in  her  right 
side,  which  soon  affected  the  shoulder,  arm,  and  head.    Dr.  Fell  prescribed  an 
ointment  for  neuralgia,  and  warm  sea- water  baths.  About  the  end  of  September 
"  she  could  take  nothing  but  arrowroot,  brandy  and  water,  and  such  like."  Her 
sufferings  continued  to  increase,  and  were  at  times  dreadful,  the  neuralgic  pains 
extending  from  her  neck  to  her  Imees,  while  sometimes  they  would  attack  the 
head.    They  continued  tiU  within  a  few  days  of  her  death,  which  took  place 
January  15,  1858." 

Most  pathologists  assert  that  a  cancerous  growth  may  some- 
times degenerate  into  an  inert  substance  without  any  aid  from 
art,  and  the  patient  get  well.  No  doubt  cancer  cells  go  tlirough 
the  various  stages  of  growth,  maturity,  and  decay,  like  the 
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elements  of  healthy  tissues  ;  but  then  they  leave  germs  which 
perpetuate  the  morbid  growth.  It  is  not  very  rare  to  find  one 
portion  of  a  scirrhous  growth  undergoing  fatty  degeneration, 
each  cell  becoming  disintegrated  into  countless  oil  molecules 
and  granules.  At  the  same  time,  however,  development  is 
usually  seen  to  be  progressing  rapidly  in  another  part  of  the 
tumour.  So  also  where  there  is  an  accumulation  of  earthy 
salts,  a  calcareous  concretion  may  be  formed  in  one  part  of  the 
tumour,  but  the  disease  is  generally  seen  to  be  spreading  at  the 
cii-cumference  of  the  mass.  If  we  could  only  render  the  cancer- 
cells  non-productive,  a  cure  would  necessarily  result  in  these 
cases  ;  but  imfortunately  we  know  of  no  means  by  which  this 
desirable  end  can  be  attained.  Some  autliorities  have  maintained 
that  as  the  growth  of  all  cells  is  favoured  by  an  elevated 
temperatm-e,  a  proper  supply  of  moisture,  and  room  for 
expansion;  so  their  development  and  increase  must  be 
prevented  by  cold,  dryness,  and  pressure.  As  a  theory  this 
view  appears  specious,  and  perhaps  undeniable ;  but  on  carrying 
its  teaching  into  practice  we  are  merely  disappointed.  The 
disease  foils  us  ;  and  as  the  patient  is  drawn  nearer  to  his  end, 
we  see  how  vain  have  been  our  efforts. 


II. — Cancer  op  the  Breast. 

This  disease  is  said  to  be  by  far  the  most  common  of  all 
the  organic  affections  to  which  the  female  breast  is  liable. 
Whether  it  assumes  the  form  of  scirrhus  or  of  medullary  cancer, 
it  is  most  frequent  between  the  ages  of  40  and  60,  and  next 
between  50  and  60.  Both  mammary  glands  appear  to  be 
equally  liable  ;  and  the  disease  occurs  alike  in  the  single  and 
married,  in  those  of  robust  and  those  of  feeble  constitution,  as 
well  as  in  the  rich  and  poor.  Blows,  improper  food,  abuse  of 
alcoholic  drinks,  the  poison  of  sjrphilis,  and  climate  have  no 
influence  in  causing  cancer.  The  same  must  in  all  probability 
be  said  of  mental  anxiety ;  though,  in  a  very  large  proportion 
of  the  cases  which  I  have  met  with,  the  patients  have  urged 
that  they  have  had  severe  troubles  to  contend  against  some 
few  months  before  the  disease  manifested  itself. 

The  essential  elements  of  a  malignant  tumour  are  the  fibres, 
cells,  and  cancer  fluid.  When  the  fibrous  element  is  in  excess 
the  disease  is  known  as  scirrhus,  and  this  is  by  far  the  most 
frequent  species  of  mammary  cancer.  When  the  cells  are  most 
numerous,  we  have  medullary,  encephaloid,  or  soft  cancer,  which 
occurs  only  in  rare  cases;  while  colloid  cancer,  or  that  in 
which  there  is  an  excess  of  fluid  collected  in  small  cysts,  is  ex- 
ceedingly uncommon  in  the  breast.    The  following  table  exhi- 
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bits  the  most  note-worthy  cases  of  cancer  of  the  breast  which 
have  fallen  under  my  notice  ;  in  which  it  will  be  seen  that  there 
is  not  one  example  of  the  colloid  form  of  the  disease 

EmsT  Semes.— Canckb  of  the  Beeast. 


29  July, 
1850. 


Date. 


Name. 


Mrs.  S.  N., 
Dorset  Sq., 
Fleet  Street. 


Age  and 
Social  State. 


52.  Married. 
Had  one  cliild 
24  years  ago. 
C  atamenia 
have  not  ap- 
peared during 
the  last  three 
years. 


9  Feb., 
1854. 


Miss  M. 


History,  Symptoms,  Treatment,  &c. 


For  the  last  three  or  four 
months  has   had   a  scirrhous 
tumour  in  the  right  breast,  about 
the  size  of  a  hen's  egg.    It  is 
very  hard,  and  is  the  seat  of 
lancinating  pains.    The  nipple  is 
retracted,  and  the  tumour  is  ad- 
herent to  the  skin :  the  axillary 
glands  are  healthy.    There  is  no 
hereditary  taint.     On  the  2nd 
November  the  patient  was  placed 
under  the  influence  of  chloro- 
form, and  I  removed  the  breast ; 
being  assisted  by  Mr.  HUlman, 
of  the  Westminster  Hospital,  and 
by  Mr.  BuckoU  and  my  brother. 
The  tumour  was  microscopically 
examined,  and  the  diagnosis  of 
cancer  confirmed,  owing  to  the 
presence  of  numerous  roimd,  and 
oval,  and  spindle-shaped  cancer 
cells.    Many  of  the  nuclei  con- 
tained a  double  nucleolus.  On 
the  18th  November  she  had  an 
attack  of  erysipelas,  and  there 
was    slight  sloughing  of  the 
wound.    At  the  end  of  Decem- 
ber 1850  she  was  well. 

As  I  did  not  see  this  patient  for 
nearly  twelve  years,  it  was  con- 
cluded that  the  disease  had  long 
ago  broken  out  again,  and  proved 
fatal.  Instead  of  this  being  the 
case,  however,  she  has  remamed 
quite  well :  I  saw  her  at  Wash- 
ington-street, Bow-common-lane, 
on  the  29th  June,  1862,  when 
there  was  not  the  slightest  appear- 
ance of  any  return  of  the  cancer. 
She  has  now  (November,  1862) 
a  slight  attack  of  chronic  rheu- 
matism. 


46.  A  Go- 
verness. Ca- 
tamenia  have 
beenirregular 
for  the  last 
three  years. 


Her  mother  died  suddenly  from 
apoplexy  thi-ee  years  ago.  This 
caused  a  great  shock,  and  she  has 
never  been  well  since.  In  Api-il, 
1852,  it  was  first  noticed  that  her 
right  breast  was  enlarged,  and 
that  a  discharge  of  tiim  fam- 
ous fluid  escaped  from  the  nipple. 
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FinsT  Series. — Cancek  of  the  Bmiast. — (Continued.) 


No. 


Date. 


4  May, 
1854. 


5  Fet., 
1855. 


Name. 


Mrs.  C, 
Dorsetshire. 


Miss  J.  S., 
Kennington. 


Ago  and 
Social  State. 


49.  Married 
11  yrs. ;  never 
been  preg- 
nant. Catame- 
nia  ceased  2 
years  ago. 


61.  Single. 
Catamenia 
ceased  6  years 
ago ;  up  to 
which  time 
they  had  al- 
ways been 
regular  and 
natural. 


History,  Symptoms,  Treatment,  &c. 


At  present  the  whole  gland  seems 
infiltrated  with  hard  cancer.  The 
nipple  is  quite  retracted ;  and  at 
times  the  suffering  is  great.  She 
detei-miaed  not  to  undergo  any 
operation.  Quinine,  steel,  cod- 
liver  oil,  and  sedatives,  appeared 
to  give  great  relief  to  all  the 
symptoms.  In  July,  1855,  she 
had  an  attack  of  pleurisy;  for 
which  (during  my  absence  from 
town)  she  lost  blood  and  was 
otherwise  lowered.  She  sank 
from  exhaustion,  25th  July,  1865. 

Has  come  to  town  for  advice 
about  a  hardness  of  the  right 
breast.  Is  in  good  health.  No 
hereditary  tendency  to  disease. 
Four  months  ago  noticed  that  her 
breast  was  hard  ;  and  as  it  was 
rather  painful,  leeches  were 
applied,  and  inimction  with 
brandy  and  oil  resorted  to.  The 
pain  was  increased  by  these 
measures.  I  found  the  gland 
rather  small ;  but  the  whole  of  it 
seemed  infiltrated  with  scirrhus. 
The  nipple  was  completely  re- 
tracted. 

20th  May.  I  removed  the 
breast,  and  the  skin  covering  it. 
Mr.  Hulme  administered  chloro- 
form. The  patient  made  a  good 
recovery ;  but  the  woimd,  as  was 
desirable,  did  not  heal  by  the 
first  intention.  There  was  no 
appearance  of  any  return  of  the 
disease  at  the  commencement  of 
the  year  1866. 

Has  ulcerated  scirrhus  of  the 
right  breast,  with  enlargement 
of  the  axillary  glands.  A  minute 
examination  confirmed  the  diag- 
nosis. The  disease  was  first 
noticed  in  January,  1853.  Has 
sufi'ered  much  pain,  and  is  ema- 
ciated. Her  mother's  sister  died 
of  cancer  of  the  womb.  Opiates 
by  the  mouth  and  rectum,  as 
well  as  locally,  gave  groat  relief. 
Flatulence  and  irritability  of 
stomach  were  most  effectually  re- 
lieved by  liquor  potassa)  in  milk. 
Latterly  lived  chiefly  on  milk  and 
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First  Series. — Cancer  of  the  Breart. — (Continued) 


No. 


Date. 


4  April, 
1855. 


Name. 


Age  and 
Social  State. 


26  April, 
1857. 


Mary  "W., 
Fore  Street, 
City. 


65.  Widow. 
Has  had  ten 
children :  the 
last  was  horn 
28  years  ago. 


History,  Symptoms,  Treatment,  &o. 


Mrs.  M.  B., 
City  Eoad. 


1  August, 
1857. 


Miss  Mc'K:., 
Kennington. 


36.  Has  heen 
married  1 2 
years.  Has 
had  3  children 
the  last  being 
4:  years  old. 
Catameniare- 
gular. 


52.  Catame- 


nia 


cream.  She  died  on  the  12th 
March,  1856. 

Has  had  a  scirrhous  tumour  in 
her  left  breast  for  quite  eighteen 
months;  lately  it  has  become 
very  painful,  and  the  axillary 
glands  have  enlarged.  Her  gene- 
ral health  is  bad;  her  face  be- 
tokeus  malignant  disease.  Ee- 
commended  her  to  trust  to  tonics, 
good  diet,  and  sedatives.  Died 
14:th  June,  1856. 

First  noticed  a  swelling  in  the 
right  breast  three  years  ago. 
l/ately,  she  has  had  much  anxiety, 
and  the  tumour  has  increased  in 
size  and  become  very  painful. 
There  is  now  a  scirrhous  growth, 
the  size  of  a  small  orange.  It  is 
not  adherent  to  the  sldn,  and  the 
axillary  glands  are  healthy.  She 
was  advised  to  have  it  removed, 
but  declined. 


ceased  2| 
years  ago. 
Has  frequent- 
ly consulted 
me  for  dys- 
menorrhcea, 
as  well  as  for 
irritation  pro- 
duced by 
warty  growths 
about  the  vul- 
va. No  here- 
ditary taint. 


Never  very  strong.  Since  child- 
hood has  been  troubled  with  dys- 
pepsia. Thi-ee  months  ago  noticed 
a  tumour  the  size  of  a  walaut  in 
the  left  breast.  Now,  the  whole 
gland,  which  is  small,  seems  in- 
filtrated with  scirrhus.  On  the 
8th  August,  assisted  by  Mr.Ward, 
of  Clapham,  and  Mr.  Hulme,  I 
removed  the  breast,  the  patient 
being  under  the  influence  of 
chloroform.  She  was  put  upon 
arsenic  and  steel  in  a  few  days, 
and  in  six  weeks  was  sent  to 
Brighton,thewoundbeiaghealed. 
The  medicines  were  continued 
until  the  end  of  November. 

On  tho  30th  July,  1858,  some 
enlarged  glands  were  discovered 
in  the  left  axilla.  Arsenic,  conium, 
&  bark  were  administered ;  after- 
wards, some  iodide  of  potassium 
was  added  to  the  mixture,  and pei-- 
severod  with  for  six  months.  Cod 
liver  oil  was  also  given,  with  the 
most  nourishine  food  and  pep- 
sine.  In  spite  of  these  remedies, 
tho  axillary  glands  amalgamated 
into  a  largo  tumour,  and  tho  left 
arm  became  much  swollen  from 


15 


FmsT  SEnres. — Cancer  of  the  Breast. — (Continued.) 


No. 

Date. 

Name. 

Ago  and 
Social  State. 

Hiatory,  Symptoms,  Treatment,  &c. 

obstruction  of  the  veins.  Ulcera- 
tion set  in,  and  although  she  suf- 
fered much  at  times,  yet  great 
relief  was  derived  from  the  ex- 
tract of  Indian  hemp,  chloroform, 
&c.  Death  occurred  after  severe 
ha3mon-hage  on  the  19th  July, 
1859. 

8 

12  Aug., 
1867. 

Mrs.  L., 

Camden 
Town. 

43.  Married 
IGyears.  Had 
one  child  15 
years  ago. 
Catamenia  re- 
gular. Her 
father  is  liv- 
ing, but  the 
mother  died 
of  phthisis 
many  years 
since;  she 
was  the  only 
child. 

Has  an.  ulcerated  scirrhous 
cancer  in  the  right  breast,  about 
the  size  of  half  a  small  orange. 
The  edges  are  everted,  and  very 
sore.  Axillary  glands  not  af- 
fected. She  first  noticed  a  small 
tumour  in  the  breast  in  February, 
1856  ;  was  unable  to  account  for 
it.  The  tumour  "  broke  "  nine 
weeks  ago.  Caimot  believe  that 
her  disease  is  incurable,  and  will 
try  anything  rather  than  give 
up  hope.  At  the  patient's 
earnest  request  I  put  in  practice 
the  treatment  known  as  Dr. 
Fell's.  On  the  25th  August  she 
began  taking  a  pill  twice  daUy, 
of  half  a  grain  of  the  root  of  the 
Sanguinaria  Canadensis,  one 
tweuty-foui'th  of  a  gTain  of  iodide 
of  arsenic,  and  one  grain  of  ex- 
tract of  conium.  On  the  same 
day  I  applied  a  paste  made  with 
decoction  of  Sanguinaria  root, 
chloride  of  zinc,  and  flour  to  the 
whole  of  the  ulcerated  surface  ; 
keeping  the  patient  under  the 
influence  of  chloroform  for  an 
hour.  While  she  was  insensible, 
half  a  grain  of  acetate  of  morphia 
in  solution  was  injected  under  the 
skin  of  the  shoulder.  Every  day 
afterwai-ds  the  dull  white  eschar 
was  gently  incised ;  and  then 
cotton  wool,  loaded  with  the 
paste,wa8  pressedinto  the  fissures. 
By  the  12th  September  the  dis- 
eased mass  seemed  to  be  entii-ely 
penetrated,  and  a  yeast  poul- 
tice was  applied.  In  a  few  days 
the  eschar  was  thrown  off,  and 
a  healthy-looking,  granulating 
sore  left.  This  gradually  con- 
tracted, and  was  healed  by  the 
middle  of  October ;  when  the 
patient's  health  was  bettor  than 
it  had  been  since  the  beginning 
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No. 

Date. 

Name. 

Age  and 
Social  State. 

History,  Symptoms,  Treatment,  &c. 

of  the  year.    She  was  sent  to 
Brighton,  with  directions  to  con- 
tinue the  pill,  and  to  take  cod 
liver  on.    At  no  time  during  the 
treatment  was  the  pain  greater 
then  she  had  experienced  pre- 
viously from  the  disease  itself. 
On  the  5th  January,  1858,  1  saw 
this  lady  agaia,  as  she  was  suffer- 
ing from  troublesome  diarrhoea, 
and  there  was  a  small  lump  at 
the  site  of  the  old  wound.  On 
carefully  examining  the  abdo- 
men, the  liver  was  found  en- 
larged, while    several  distinct 
nodules  could  be  detected  in  it. 
The  general  health  was  rapidly 
failing.    As  it  was  clear  that  the 
liver  was  affected  with  cancer,  no 
means  were  used  for  staying  the 
growth  of  the  tumour.  This 
gradually  enlarged  and  ulcerated, 
and  she  sank  from  exhaustion  on 
the  2nd  August,  1858.  post- 
mortem examination  revealed  ex- 
tensive cancer  of  the  liver. 

9 

25  June, 
1858. 

Mrs.  B., 

Caledonian 
Eoad. 

47.  Married. 
Has  had  ten 
children :  the 
last  lahour  10 
years  ago.  Ca- 
tamenia  regu- 
lar. 

Two  years  ago,had  her  left  breast 
entirely  removed  by  a  surgeon,  as 
there  was  a  cancerous  tumour  in 
it  of  some  months'  growth.  Has 
remained  well  until  a  few  weeks 
since,  when  she  noticed  a  small 
nodule  in  the  cicatrix.    This  is 
now  the  size  of  a  marble,  and 
very  hard.  I  destroyed  it  with  po- 
tassa  fusa ;  and  put  her  upon  bark 
and  cod  liver  oil,  as  the  general 
health  was  bad.  To  take  two  pints 
of  mUk  daily.     In  July,  1862, 
she  was  doing  well,  though  far 
from  strong.    There  is  no  return 
of  the  disease. 

10 

21  Oct., 
1858. 

Mrs.  A. 

65.  Widow. 
Has  had  a 
family. 

Has  firm  medullary  cancer  of 
the  left  breast,  and  of  the  axil- 
lary glands.     The  disease  was 
first  noticed  five  months  ago. 
Advised    Mr.   Bannister,  who 
brought  the  case  to  me,  to  trust 
to  tonics  and  narcotics.    I  hoard 
that  conium  and  opium,  as  or- 
dered, gave  great  relief.  Died, 
December,  1859. 
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First  Series. — Cancer  of  the  Breast. — {Continued.) 


No. 


11 


12 


Date. 


27  May, 
1859. 


13 


12  Oct., 
1860. 


9  Nov., 
1860. 


Name. 


Mrs.  E., 
Pimlico. 


T\Irs.  C, 
Walworth. 


Mrs.  H., 

Kensall 
Green. 


Age  and 
Social  State. 


40.  Married 
15  years.  Has 
been  pregnant 
eight  times, 
and  has  had 
seven  children 
The  last  la- 
bour twenty- 
one  months 
since.  Cata- 
menia  regu- 
lar. 


83.  Widow. 


60.  Has  been 
married  many 
years :  never 
been  preg- 
nant. There 
is  no  heredi- 
tary taint. 


History,  Symptoms,  Treatment,  &o. 


Weaned  her  child  six  months 
ago,  and  then  for  the  fii'st  time 
detected  "a  lump  in  her  right 
broast."  On  examination  I  find 
that  there  is  a  scirrhous  mass 
almost  the  size  of  a  fowl's  egg. 
The  nipple  is  not  retracted. 
Complains  of  severe  lancinating 
pains  at  night.  Owing  to  the 
imfavourable  opinion  which  I 
gave,  she  put  herself  under  the 
care  of  an  individual  who  cures 
cancer.  About  six  weeks  after- 
wards I  was  told  that  she  was  get- 
ting perfectly  well.  Subsequently 
"the  cancer  was  quite  removed  j" 
but  the  general  health  gave  way, 
and  she  died,  from  "  another  dis- 
ease," in  January,  1860. 

Scin-hus  of  the  lower  part  of 
the  right  mamma.  There  is  a  large 
ulcerated  wound.  She  thinks  the 
disease  has  only  existed  since 
last  Christmas,  but  I  believe  it 
has  been  longer.  Advised  its 
being  left  alone,  as  the  axillary 
glands  were  enlarged,  and  she 
would  not  bear  any  operation.  I 
heard  that  death  occurred  at  the 
end  of  December,  1860. 

First  observed  a  small  tumour 
in  the  left  breast  eighteen  months 
ago.  Took  but  little  notice  of 
it,  until  it  began  to  enlarge  and 
be  painful  some  eight  months 
siace.  There  is  now  a  mass  of 
scLrrhus,  about  the  size  of  an 
orange,  in  the  lower  and  outer 
part  of  the  left  mammary  gland. 
The  skin  over  it  is  involved,  and 
partly  ulcerated.  Tho  axQlary 
glands  are  not  enlarged.  I  saw 
this  lady  in  consultation  with 
Mr.  George  Brown,  and  we  ad- 
vised the  administration  of  stool 
and  arsenic,  with  a  good  diet. 
She  is  very  stout,  and  does  not 
appear  in  a  favourable  condition 
for  any  local  treatment. 

On  1 1th  December,  the  ulcera- 
tion was  found  to  have  much  ex- 
tended, and  tho  tumour  appeared 
to  be  sloughing  out.  Nai-cotics 
woro  givou  to  roliova  pain,  and 
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First  Seuies. — O.vncbii  of  the  Bueabt. — {Continued.) 


No. 


14 


16 


Date. 


26  Jan., 
1861. 


Name. 


Mrs.  J. 


31  Oct., 
1861. 


Mrs.  S. 


Age  aud 
Social  State. 


62.  Been 
married  30 
years.  Has 
had  three 
children :  all 
died  at  birth. 
Suckled  a 
friend's  child 
for  twelve 
months. 


43.  Has  had 
two  children. 


History,  Symptoms,  Treatment,  &c. 


she  was  put  upon  the  iodide  of 
arsenic. 

9th  January,  1861.  The  tumour 
has  sloughed  out  as  completely 
as  if  caustics  had  heen  used. 
The  walls  of  the  wound  are  evi- 
dently infiltrated  with  malignant 
disease.  There  is  a  smaU  nodule 
ia  the  axilla. 

13th  April.  The  wound  is 
smaller,  pain  less,  and  general 
health  rather  better,  so  that  she 
has  been  able  to  go  out  for  some 
drives.  Still  takes  the  iodide  of 
arsenic. 

I  did  not  see  the  patient  after 
the  last  date.  It  ought  to  be 
mentioned  that,  with  regard  to 
the  local  treatment  intense  cold 
was  ti-ied  without  any  good  effect. 
The  vapour  of  chlorine  gas  was 
also  used  twice  or  thrice,  but 
it  caused  so  much  pain  that  it 
had  to  be  discontiaued.  She  died 
21st  November,  1861. 

Has  always  been  very  strong. 
Eighteen  months  ago  she  acci- 
dentally discovered  a  lump,  the 
size  of  a  marble,  in  the  left 
breast;  but  it  gave  her  no 
trouble  until  one  year  since.  The 
tumour  (sciiThous)  is  now  the 
size  of  a  large  orange,  with  a 
hard  fixed  base.  The  skin  over 
it  is  red  and  adherent,  and  on 
the  point  of  ulcerating.  General 
health  very  bad :  is  sick,  there  is 
no  appetite,  and  has  "  dreadful 
nights."  Ammonia,  ether,  mor- 
phia, and  bark,  gave  great  reliet 
The  pain  and  sickness  ceased, 
the  appetite  returned,  and  sleep 
was  obtained.  The  diseased  mass, 
however,  soon  ulcerated  ;  and  she 
sank  from  exhaustion  on  the 
22nd  July,  1861. 

On  the  1st  July,  1861,  she  con- 
sulted Mr.  Bannister  about  tho 
state  of  the  right  breast,  which 
was  hard  but  not  very  painful. 
The  nipple  was  retracted.  The 
enlargement  had  only  existed  two 
or  three  months.  In  a  few  days 
she  entered  the  Surgical  Home 
for  the  Diseases  of  Women,  and 
the  breast  was  removed.  After 
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First  Srries. — Cancer  of  the  Bn^\ST.—{Contim(ed.) 


Date. 


Name. 


1  March., 
1862, 


4  April, 
1862. 


Mrs.  J.  M., 

Camden 
.  Town. 


Ago  and 
Social  State. 


40.  "Widow. 
Had  one  child 
19  years  ago. 
Catameniare 
gular. 


Mrs.  W., 
Gloucester- 
shire. 


52.  Married. 
Has  had  nine 
children :  the 
last  30  yeai's 
ago. 


History,  Symptoms,  Treatment,  JBo. 


leaving  this  institution  remaiaed 
well  until  the  beginning  of 
September,  when  she  again  put 
herself  under  Mr.  Bannister's 
care.  There  Was  then  considerable 
thickening  and  hardness  about 
the  cicatrix:  the  right  arm  was 
much  swollen  and  very  painful. 
I  saw  her  with  Mr.  Bannister  on 
31st  October;  when  I  found 
malignant  disease  of  the  cicatrix 
extending  across  to  the  left  breast, 
and  ascites.  She  was  evidently 
rapidly  sinking  :  and  death  took 
place  on  3rd  November,  1861. 

Never  very  strong.  The  whole 
of  last  summer  nursed  a  sick 
friend,  and  suffered  much  fatigue 
and  anxiety.  About  the  middle 
of  October  awoke  one  night  and 
found  a  small  lump  in  the  middle 
of  her  neck  :  this  disappeared  at 
the  end  of  a  week.  One  month 
afterwards  found  a  swelling  on 
the  right  side  of  the  neck,  which 
her  medical  man  "attempted  to 
disperse."  Frictions,  frequent 
leechings,  and  poultices,  were 
used,  and  a  few  weeks  back  it 
is  lanced.  She  has  now  an 
immense  mass  of  medullary 
cancer  on  the  right  side  of  the 
neck.  The  disease  has  extended 
downwards  until  it  has  slightly 
involved  the  right  breast  and 
axillary  glands.  Right  arm 
swollen  and  painful.  About  the , 
middle  of  the  growth  in  the  neck 
there  are  two  largo  fungous  sores. 
Is  extremely  weak,  very  thin, 
and  suffers  severely.  The  rapid 
progress  of  the  disease  in  this 
case  was  remarkable.  Notliing 
could  be  done  for  her  but  to  use 
narcotics  and  regulate  the  diet. 
She  died  7th  AprU,  1862. 

Her  health  has  been  rapidly 
failing  during  the  last  half  year. 
First  noticed  a  tumour  in  her 
breast  throe  months  ago.  Now 
the  nipple  is  retracted,  and  thero 
is  a  scirrhous  mass  in  the  left 
breast.  Her  general  health  is  so 
bad,  that  it  would  be  very  unwise 
for  her  to  undergo  any  operation. 
Is  to  return  homo.  i 
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If  the  forgoing  table  be  rougbly  analysed  we  shall  obtain 
the  following  particulars  : — 

Age  52 . .  Married . .  Scirrhus . .  Total  duration  about  7  months . .  Cured. 

45.. Single  .. Scirrhus  „  »  3i  years  ..Died. 

49.  .Married. . Scirrhus .. Remained  well  19  months  after  operation. 

61..  Single  ..  Scirrhus ..  Total  duration  about  Sj  years  ..Died. 

65.. Widow  ..Scirrhus  „  „  2f  years  ..  Died. 

36.. Married.. Scirrhus  „  „  3  years  ..Unknown. 

62.. Single   ..Scirrhus         „  „  2^  years  ..Died. 

43..  Man-ied..  Scirrhus  „  „  2^  years  ..Died. 

47.. Married.. Scirrhus  „  „  6  years  ..Cured? 

65.. Widow  ..MeduUary       „  „  If  years  .. Died. 

40.  .Married.. Scirrhus  „  „  14  months .  .Died. 

83.. Widow  ..Scirrhus  „  „  doubtful  .. Died. 

60.. Married.. Scirrhus  „  „         2 J  years  ..Died. 

62.. Married.. Scirrhus  „  „         2  years  ..Died. 

43.. Manied.. Scirrhus  „  „         doubtful  ..Died. 

40 . .  Widow  . .  Medullary       „  „         7  months  . .  Died. 

52..  Married..  Scirrhus  „  „         Is  still  living. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  allow  that  the  first  case  seems  to  me 
a  very  interesting  one.    In  seeking  for  the  cause  of  the  cure  I 
cannot  but  think  it  due  to  a  combination  of  circumstances. 
Thus,  the  disease  was  removed  in  an  early  stage  ;  the  whole  of 
the  breast  and  the  skin  over  the  tumom-  were  taken  away ; 
while  if  any  cancer  cells  were  left  in  the  sites  of  the  wounds 
they  were  destroyed  by  the  erysipelas  and  slight  sloughing 
which  followed  the  operation.     It  is  not  unreasonable  to  sup- 
pose that  this  erysipelas  really  did  good,  though  at  the  time  it 
endangered  the  patient's  life.    Dr.  Walshe  refers  to  the  case 
of  a  man  who  had  a  large  scirrhous  tumour  removed  fi-om  the 
back  by  Boyer.    After  the  operation  the  disease  returned  in 
its  previous  site,  and  the  case  was  considered  unfit  for  the 
further  employment  of  the  knife.    But  subsequently  violent 
inflammation  seized  upon  the  part,  an  abscess  formed,  and  pro- 
fuse suppuration  became  established.    The  patient  recovered. 
(On  the  Nature  and  Treatment  of  Cancer,^.  135.  London, 
1846.)    M.  Velpeau,  in  his  work  on  Diseases  of  the  Breast, 
says  that  erysipelas  occurred  64  times  in  235  of  his  cases, 
though  how  he  ded\ices  this  fact  does  not  appear,  i.e.,  the 
observation  is  not  borne  out  by  the  table  of  cases,  which  is 
given  in  the  Sydenham  Society's  edition  of  his  book.  On 
examining  the  table  it  will  be  seen  that  93  cases  of  scirrhus 
were  operated  upon  by  the  knife,  of  which  number  32  had 
erysipelas.    Of  these  32  as  many  as  14  ai-e  returned  as  ciu-ed  ; 
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while  we  find  1  as  incompletely  cured,  1  as  not  finished,  1  as 
cica,trizing,  and  2  as  "  cure  progressing."    Moreover,  one 
patient  seems  to  have  had  erysipelas  without  any  treatment  at 
all,  and  she  is  reported  as  cured.     Of  the  examples  of  ence- 
phaloid  cancer  treated  by  excision  there  are  39  ;  and  of  these 
9  had  erysipelas,  of  which  4  were  cured,  and  1  was  reported  as 
cicatrizing.     These  statistics  are  of  comparatively  little  use, 
however,  because  it  does  not  clearly  appear  in  what  sense  the 
word  "  cure  "  is  used.    But  if  we  turn  to  another  source  of 
information  (the  discussion  on  the  curability  of  cancer,  whicli 
took  place  at  the  French  Academy  of  Medicine  in  1854)  we 
find  it  asserted  that  M.  Yelpeau  has  operated  on  250  cases  in 
which  the  patients  survived  the  operation.    Of  these,  100  were 
lost  sight  of  after  one  year,  another  50  after  two  years,  and  50 
more  after  five  years.  Of  the  50  remaining  20  have  remained  free 
from  the  disease  for  five,  ten,  fifteen,  twenty,  and  even  twenty- 
five  years  ;  and  these  are  regarded  by  M.  Yelpeau  as  radical 
cures.    This  proportion  of  cui-es  is  so  astonishing  when  com- 
pared with  the  results  obtained  by  other  surgeons,  that  it  is  much, 
to  be  regretted  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  deduce  the 
cause  of  success.    As  far  as  I  can  see  the  only  difi'erence 
between  M.  Yelpeau's  cases  and  those  of  other  surgeons  is  this, 
that  a  much  larger  number  of  them  suffered  from  erysipelas 
after  the  operation  of  excision,  than  commonly  happens.  Now 
it  must  not  be  thought  from  this  observation  that  I  am  in 
favour  of  patients  with  malignant  disease  being  afiected  with 
erysipelas.  I  should  as  soon  suggest  their  undergoing  syphi- 
bsation,  as  has  indeed  been  advised,  or  recommend  destruction 
of  the  tumour  by  inoculation  with  the  matter  of  hospital  gan- 
grene, as  was  actually  practised  in  at  least  one  instance  by 
M.  Eigal,  surgeon  to  the  Hotel  Dieu  at  GaiHac,  as  propose 
the  introduction  mto  the  system  of  the  erysipelatous  poison. 
13ut  it  seems  to  me  that  the  following  question  may  be 
very  fairly  deduced  from  the  foregoing.    Is  it  as  advisable 
to  procure  union  by  the  first  intention,  after  the  excision  of 
a  cancerous  breast,  as  is  generally  believed  ?    In  short,  it  may 
be  disputed  whether  it  is  not  a  much  greater  advantage  to  have 
suppuration  of  the  wound  for  many  days  after  the  operation, 
rather  than  that  simple  union  which  the  surgeon  is  generally 
so  anxious  to  obtain. 


c  2 
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III-Cancer  of  the  Labia,  Yagina,  akd  Ovaries.  - 
Tf  the  cases  imder  this  heading  are  not  numerous,  ttey  will, 
I  tru  rbe  0^7  sufficiently  interesting  to  repay  the  trouble  of 
ierusai    Especially,  perhaps,  are  the  three  examples  of  cancer 
S7he  ov^es  (Nos   3,  4,  and  10)  deserving  of  attention  ; 
•  J«  iZueve  that  malignant  disease  of  these  organs  is  not 
Xmet t  th.'   EwiTchJndeed,  asserts  that  his  observations 
lead  h^  to  assume  that  of  every  five  cases  of  primitive  uterine 
cancer??here  occurs  one  instance  of  primary  ovarian  cancer^ 
But  iidging  from  the  results  of  my  own  practice,  it  seems  to 
me  that  tBs  proportion  is  considerably  too  high ;  and  that 
Sstead  of  ovarian  and  uterine  cancer  oecurrmg  m  the  ratio  of 
Te  to  five,  the  numbers  should  rather  stand  as  one  to  twenty- 
'  five    Boivin  and  Duges  regarded  cancer  of  the  ovary  as  more 
common  than  that  of  the  breast,  and  as  frequent  as. that  oi  the 
uterus,  an  opinion  which  seems  stiU  to  be  entertained  by  Dr. 
Churchill;  but  this  view  can  only  be  accounted  for  by  sup- 
nosinff  that  these  observers  have  confounded  innocent  ovarian 
fumoSrs  with  malignant  growths.    That  Bo  vm  and  Duges, 
atXvents,  are  w?ong  in  their  views  is  highly  probable  from 
the  fact  that  in  the  tables  of  M.  Tanchou,  taken  from  the  Pam 
Eeffisters  of  8,289  deaths  from  cancer,  only  64  were  from  this 
Sase  affecting  the  ovary,  while  there  were  2,996  from  cancer 
uteri.    It  is  certain,  however,  that  the  latter  number  is  laiger 
than  it  should  be ;  maladies  of  the  womb,  not  mahgnant,  being 
probably  included  in  it.  T 

Ovarian  cancer  in  young  girls  is  very  uncommon  ,  and  id^ 
not  know  of  any  recorded  instance  m  which  the  patien^".  was 
under  ten  years  of  age,  as  in  my  Case  (No.  10)  m  the  ensuing 
table.    Otto  relates  an  example  of  meduUary  cancer  ot  the  lett 
ovary  in  a  girl  twelve  years  old.    According  to  her  account 
the  disease  was  caused  by  a  strain  while  drawing  waiter,  thir- 
teen weeks  before  she  apphed  at  the  Sm-gical  Clinique  ;  but 
Otto  says  it  was  more  probably  the  result  of  a  scrofulous  tem- 
perament, and  of  too  early  enjoyment  of  sexual  intercourse 
report  asserting  that  she  had  several  times  had  connection  witn 
a  boy.    In  less  than  eight  months  from  the  first  symptom,  the 
tumour  reached  the  epigastrium,  and  ascites  then  arising,  the 
patient  soon  died.    (Neue  Seltene  Beohachtungen  zur  ^«««or«<e, 
Phi/siologie,  unci  Pathologie  Gehorig,  p.  143.    Berlm,  1«5^4). 

M.  Barthez  has  met  with  a  large  medullary  tumour  ot  the 
riglit  ovary  in  a  child  eleven  years  old.  The  chief  pomts  m 
this  history  are  that  she  was  of  a  weakly  constitution,  that  she 
looked  four  or  five  years  older  than  she  was,  and  that  she  tre- 
quently  practised  masturbation.  At  the  age  of  nine  there  was 
a  discharge  of  blood  trom  the  vagina  for  the  first  time ;  ana 
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then  was  discovered  a  small  tumour  in  the  right  iliac  fossa, 
which  was  not  treated  medically,  and  that  gave  rise  to  no  in- 
convenience for  eighteen  months.  Shortly  after  this  interval 
—three  times  during  which  there  had  been  a  scanty  menstrual 
discharge — she  had  a  . fall,  and  then  the  tumour  was  rendered 
painful,  it  rapidly  increased  to  an  enormoiis  size,  and  the  girl 
became  frightfully  weak  and  emaciated.  In  about  four  months 
— or  some  twenty-two  months  from  the  coromencement — death 
took  place  fi-om  an  attack  of  erysipelas.  (Anniiaire  de  MMecine 
et  de  Chirurgie  Frafiques,f)oiir  1861.  Par  Messrs.  Jamain  et 
Wahu,  p.  119.    Paris,  1861). 

The  notes  of  perhaps  a  more  extraordinary  example  of  fun- 
gus hrematodes,  involving  the  ovaries  and  uterus,  were  read 
before  the  College  of  Physicians  of  Philadelphia,  by  Dr.  Corse. 
The  girl,  twelve  years  old,  and  small  for  her  age,  was  first 
attacked  with  vague  abdominal  pains,  which  did  not  yield  to 
simple  treatment.    On  instituting  a  careful  examination,  an 
abdominal  tumour  was  detected,  which  descended  low  down 
into  the  pelvis.    Tonics  and  alteratives  were  given,  but  the 
patient  rapidly  grew  worse  ;  while  the  abdomen  became  enor- 
mously distended,  and  fluctuation  indicated  the  presence  of  a 
fluid.    AtJength  the  diaphragm  was  so  much  pressed  upon  as 
to  threaten  immediate  death  by  asphyxia.  It  was  then  thought 
proper  to  perfoim  paracentesis  abdominis,  not  as  a  cure,  but  as 
offering  the  only  means  of  prolonging  her  life.    A  puncture 
was  made  with  a  trocar,  in  the  median  line,  about  two  inches 
below  the  umbilicus ;  when  a  ropy,  sanguineous  fluid  slowly 
poured  out,  to  the  amount  of  about  three  pints.    This  fluid, 
subjected  to _  microscopic  examination,  presented  the  peculiar 
cells  said  to  indicate  cancer.    A  marked  amelioration  of  suffer- 
ing followed  the  operation.    The  improvement,  however,  was 
of  short  _  duration ;  the  abdomen  quickly  filled  again,  and 
the  emaciation  became  extreme.    Now  vomiting  came  on,  the 
matter  ejected  being  black  and  resembling  coffee-grounds. 
Soon  after  she  became  moribund,  and  expired  after  an  interval 
of  not  more  than  five  or  six  weeks  from  the  fijst  discovery  of 
the  disease. — {American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences.  New 
Series,  vol.  xli.,  p.  110.    PhHadeiphia,  1861.) 
■  Amongst  other  less  striking  cases  may  be  mentioned  one  of 
scirrhus  of  both  ovaries,  which  destroyed  life  before  the  eight- 
eenth year  (Ashwell  on  the  "  Diseases  Peculiar  to  Women," 
ThirdEdition,p.  699.  London,  1848).  Kiwisch  says  that  he  has 
observed  very  extensive  ovarian  cancer  in  a  girl  of  seventeen 
("  Chapters  on  Diseases  of  the  Ovaries,"  translated  by  John 
Clay.  p.  243.  London,  1860).  And  Dr.  Carswell  found  on  dis- 
section an  ovarian  tumour  of  a  malignant  nature,  as  large  as 
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the  gravid  uterus  at  the  full  term,  m  a  young  woman  under 
twenty  years  of  age  ("  Diseases  of  the  Ovaries  m  the  Cyclo- 
ptedia  of  Practical  Medicine,  vol.  m.,  p.  231.  London, 
1834). 

Second  Series.— Cakcjeb  op  the  Vagina,  Ovaries,  &c. 


No.  Date. 


15  Feb., 
1850 


Name. 


Elizabeth  D., 
Dolphin 
Place, 
Holbonv. 


Age  and 
Social  state. 


25.  Married. 
Had  one  child 
five  years  ago, 
born  dead 
after  a  bad 
laboTir. 


History,  Symptoms,  Treatment,  &c. 


20  March 
1851 


Mrs.  S. 


4^  Has  epithelial  cancer  of  the 
Jtbia  minora  or  nymphse.  The 
labia  majora  are  healthy  ;  bnt  the 
lesser  labia  are  enlarged  into 
three  warty-looking  masses,  each 
being  rather  larger  than  a  hen's 
egg.  Two  of  these  masses  are  on 
the  left  side  of  the  vulva,  and  one 
on  the  light.  She  states  that  the 
disease  began  soon  after  the  birth 
of  the  child.     On  the  25th  of 
February  I  removed  the  growths, 
excising  every  trace  of  the  dis- 
ease.   The  copious  hjemorrhage 
which  followed  the  use  of  the 
knife  was  checked  by  the  appli- 
cation of  seven  or  eight  ligatures 
and  pressure.  By  the  9th  March 
she  had  recovered,  without  a 
single  unfavourable  symptom. 

On  the  24th  March,  1853,  this 
woman  again  came  under  my 
care,  the  disease  having  returned 
in  the  labia  maj  ora.  These  parts 
then  formed  two  large  oedematous 
warty-looking  masses  ;  _  each 
labium  being  about  the  size  of 
the  open  hand  but  much  thicker. 
In  consequence  of  her  aversion  to 
any  operation,  trial  was  made  of 
the  effects  of  intense  cold,  by  the 
systematic  use  of  a  mixture  of  ice 
and  salt  in  a  bladder.  As  no  be- 
nefit was  derived  from  this  treat- 
ment, she  left  the  hospital,  and  I 
did  not  see  her  after  the  SOthMay. 


32.  Married 
Never  been 
pregnant. 


Has  scirrhuB  of  the  rectum, 
especially  involving  the  septum 
between  the  bowel  and  vagina. 
Has  suffered  from  pain  and  diffi- 
culty in  defsecation,  with  increas- 
ing emaciation  and  exhaustion 
for  the  last  twelve  months.  At 
the  end  of  some  weeks,  finding 
that  I  could  not  cure  her,  she 
applied  and  was  admitted  into 
one  of  our  metropolitan  hospitals, 
which  she  left  in  an  apparently 
dying  state  in  April,  1852.  On  the 
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Second  Sekier.— Cancer  op  tiie  Vaglna,  Ovaries,  &c. — {Dantinmied.) 


No. 

Date, 

Name. 

Afso  and 
Social  State. 

History,  Symptoms,  Treatment,  &c 

23th  of  the  same  month  I  was 
seat  for ;  and  found  her  very  low, 
and  as  if  she  could  not  live  many 
hours.     The  eminent  surgeon 
under  whose  treatment  she  had 
been  in  the  hospital,  wrote  to  say 
that  he  had  heard  M.  S,  was 
under  my  care,  that  sho  was 
dying,  and  that  he  would  like  to 
bo  present  at  the  post-tnortem  ex- 
amination.    By  attendance  to 
general  hygienic  rules,  by  the 
occasional  exhibition  of  steel  and 
other  tonics,  by  the  emploj'ment 
of  wine  aad  nourishing  food,  and 
especially  by  the  daily  use  of 
large  quantities  of  opium,  this 
patient  slowly  improved ;  she  was 
able  to  get  about,  and  to  keep  her 
rooms  clean,  &c. ;  and  although 
her  sufferings    at   times  were 
acute,  yet  she  genei-ally  was 
tolerably  free  from  pain  until  the 
last  few  weeks  of  her  life.  Died 
on  the  18th  June,  1856.    At  the 
psst-mortem  examination,  the  rec- 
tum, uterus,  and  ovaries  were  all 
found  matted  together,fonaing  a 
mass  of  malignant  disease. 

8 

lOJIarch 
1862 

Mrs.  M., 
Fleet  Lane, 
Farringdon 
Street. 

• 

45,  Miirried 
25  years  ; 
twice  preg- 
nant, the  last 
time  21  years 
ago.  Cata- 
menia  ceased 
nearly  two 
years  ago. 

There  is  a  malignant  tumour 
of  the  right  ovary.  The  stomach 
first  began  to  enlarge  just  prior 
to  tho  cessation  of  the  catamenia, 
but  it  has  rapidly  increased  of 
late.    She  is  now  larger  than  a 
woman  at  the  ftill  term  of  preg- 
nancy; measui-ing  46  inches  in 
circumfei-ence  at  the  umbilicus, 
and  24  inches  in  length  from  the 
ensiform  cartilage  to  the  pubes. 
Over  a  large  part  of  tho  tumour 
there  is  distinct  fluctuation.  To 
relieve  the  urgent  symptoms  she 
was  tapped  on  the  16  th  December, 
when  I  removed  35  pints  of  a 
dark-coloured  albuminous  fluid. 
A  large  solid  substance  was  then 
felt  on  the  right  side,  adherent  to 
the  peritoneum.     On  the  14th 
February,  1853,  itwas  necessary 
to  ropetit  tho  tapping,  when  up- 
wards of  20  pints  of  a  pale  albu- 
minous fluid  came  away.  Ex- 
haustion sot   ill,   followed  by 
death  on  the  Glh  March.    At  Iho 
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Second  Series.— Cvncee  of  the  Vagina,  Ovaries,  kc— [Continued.) 


No. 


Date. 


Name. 


3  Oct.. 
1855 


Elizabetli  G., 
Vinegar  Yard 
Drury  Lane. 


10  Dec, 
1854 


Mrs.C.  B. 

Grafton 
Street, 
Fitzroy 
Square. 


Age  and 
Social  State. 


33.  Has  been 
a  widow  for 
thelasttweMy 
months.  Has 
had  five  chil- 
dren. Cata- 
menia  regu- 
lar. 


History,  Symptoms,  Treatment,  &e. 


post-mortem  examination,  a  large 
tumour  of  the  right  ovary  was 
found  everywhere  adherent  to  the 
peritoneum,  and  weighing  19| 
lbs.  The  solid  mass  was  minutely 
examined  by  Dr.  Brinton  and 
myself,  and  found  to  consist  of 
medullary  cancer. 

Has  a  small  solid  tumour  of 
the  left  ovary.    This  growth  did 
not  appear  to  increase  in  size  for 
many  months.    Without  advice, 
she  married  again  about  the  end 
of  1856,  and  was  lost  sight  of  for 
a  time.    In  October,  1857,  the 
tumour  had  increased !  to  nearly 
the  size  of  an  adult's  head,  and 
had  given  rise  to  ascites.    To  re- 
lieve the  urgent  dyspnoea,  it  was 
necessary  to  tap  her ;  when  a  pail- 
ful of  ascitic  fluid  was  removed. 
Sixteen  days  afterwards  (20th 
October)  I  repeated  the  operation, 
assisted  by  Dr.  Armitage  and  Mr. 
Berry.    On  the  3rd  November, 
tapping  was  again  performed,  a 
pailful  of  fluid  being  removed  as 
before.    Three  weeks  afterwards 
she  died  from  exhaustion.  The 
tumour  on  being  subsequently 
examined  was  found  to  consist  of 
scirrhous  or  hai-d  cancer.   It  was 
intimately  adherent  to  the  peri- 
toneum at  every  part. 


45.  Has  had 
nineteen 
pregnancies, 
but  only  went 
the  full  time 
with  ten.  The 
last  labour 
was  in  1850. 
Catamenia 
very  irregular 
and  scanty. 


Has  a  large  ulcer,  with  scir- 
rhous edges,  in  the  recto-vaginal 
septum,  through  which  the  faeces 
pass.  The  disease  first  gave  in- 
dications of  its  presence  twelve 
months  ago.  As  the  aflfection 
seemed  limited  to  a  few  lines  be- 
yond the  edges  of  the  opening,  it 
appeared  a  fit  case  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  morbid  tissue  by  the 
actual  cautery.  This  was  used  once 
in  every  eight  or  ten  days  xmtil 
the  19th  April,  1865,  when  the 
opening  was  much  reduced  in. 
size,  and  the  edges  were  soft  and 
almost  healthy.  She  left  town  ; 
and  I  did  not  see  her  imtil  the 
16th  August,  when  the  opening 
remained  the  same.  She  was 
scarcely  conscious  of  its  presence. 


27 


SECo^-D  Series.— Cancer  of  tub  Vagina,  Ovaries,  kc— {Continued) 


No. 

Date. 

Name. 

Ago  and  Social 
State. 

History,  Symptoms,  Treatment,  &o. 

however,  because  a  fold  of  the 
vaginal  wall  fell  upon  it  like  a 
valve,  and  thus  prevented  the 
faeces  passing  through  from  the 
rectum  unless  the  bowels  were 
much  relaxed.    Nitrate  of  silver 
was  used  occasionally;  and  my 
notes  say  that  the  ulcer  had  become 
much  smaller  on  the  16th  Decem- 
ber. I  again  lost  sight  of  her  until 
May,  1856,  when  she  applied  in  a 
denlorablfi  .state  with  tliA  rpptiTm 
and  vagina  almost  forming  one 
canal.    Constitutional  remedies 
were  advised,  with  opiates  to 
relieve  the  pain :  but  in  a  few 
months  she  put  herself  under  the 
care  of  another  physician.  I 
heard  that  she  died  about  Juno, 
1858. 

6 

27  June, 
1855 

Miss  E.  G., 
St.  Martin's 
Lane. 

60.  Single. 
Is  a  dress- 
maker. Cata- 
menia  ceased 
four  years 
back.  There 
is  no  heredi- 
tary taint. 

Has  a  large  malignant  ulcer 
extending  through  the  recto- 
vaginal septum.   W^as  quite  well 
until  ten  months  ago,  when  she 
began  to  suffer  from  tenesmus 
and  pain  in  the  rectum.  Disease 
aggravated  by  anxiety  and  hard 
work.  Was  relieved  considerably 
by  various  sedatives,  but  emacia- 
tion and  debility  rapidly  pro- 
gressed. DiedSOth  January,  1856. 

7 

27  Feb., 
1866  ■ 

Eliz.  D., 
Wakefield 

Street, 
Brunswick 

Square. 

62.  Married. 
Has  had  10 
children,  the 
last  was  horn 
22  years  ago. 

Has  cancer  of  the  vagina, 
which  has  eaten  its  way  into  the 
rectum.    It  is  of  the  epithelial 
form.  The  history  seems  to  show 
that    the    disease  commenced 
twelve  months  ago.  Died  Decem- 
ber, 1856. 

8 

14  May, 
1866 

Frances  G., 
Greek  Street, 
Soho. 

76.  Widow 
for  last  32 
years.  Has 
had  five  preg- 
nancies. 

Has  cancer  (Scirrhus)  of  the 
recto-vaginal     septum.  Was 
tolerably  well  until  last  Christ- 
mas, when  she   had  hooping- 
cough,  for  the  first  time  in  her 
life.    Thinks  the  violence  of  the 
cough  caused   piles,    and  has 
sufl'ercd  since  from  pain  in  the 
rectum,  which  at  times  becomes 
unbearable.    Cod  liver  oil  and 
opiates  relieved  her  temporarily. 
Death    occurred,    after  severe 
hemorrhage,  30th  July,  1867. 
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Second  Sekies.— Cancer  of  the  Vagina,  Ovahies,  &c.— {Continued.) 


No. 


Date. 


12  April, 
1860 


Name. 


Mrs.  B., 
Sloane  Street. 


Age  and  Social 
State. 


History,  Symptoms,  Treatment,  &o. 


38.  Married 
many  years. 
Had  one  child 
when  she 
was  much 
younger.  Ca- 
tamenia  irre- 
gular.  No 
history  of  any 
hereditary 
taint. 


10 


January, 
1861 


Jane  B., 
Dudley  Street 


Has  a  cancerous  ulcer,  about 
the  size  of  a  shilling,  just  helow 
the  urethra.    The  general  as- 
pect is  unhealthy.     Does  not 
think  the  disease  has  existed 
more  than  six  months :  for  three 
months  has  been  losing  flesh, 
and  suffering  pain.    The  disease 
appeared  to  extend  rather  deeply, 
and  the  lower  wall  of  the  urethra 
s  thickened.    Attempts  were 
made  to  destroy  the  morbid  tissue 
by  the  frequent  use  of  caustics, 
chiefly  the  dried  sulphate  of  zinc. 
She  was  put  upon  steel  and 
arsenic  and  cod-liver  oil.  For 
some  weeks  there  appeared  to 
be  a  gradual  amendment ;  and 
on  the  28th  July  she  went  to 
Brighton,   still  continuing  the 
medicines.    The    disease  then 
appeared  to  remain  stationary  for 
some  time ;  until  June,  1861, 
when  it  started  into  activity 
again.    The  urethra  became  in- 
volved in  almost  its  whole  extent, 
so  that  there  were  attacks  of  re- 
tention of  urine.  The  catheter 
was  only  passed  with  great  difiEL- 
culty.  Full  doses  of  opium  were 
required  to  relieve  the  suffering 
which  increased  with  the  steady 
progress  of  the  disease.  Death 
occurred  from  exhaustion  23rd 
January,  1862. 


Was 
old 


years 
Feb- 
ruary, 1860. 
Has  twice  had 
a  discharge  of 
blood  from 
the  vagina ; 
the  first  time 
four  months 
ago,  when  she 
appeared  in 
good  health. 


The  abdomen  was  partially 
filled  with  a  semi-solid  tumour, 
which  seemed  to  spring  from  the 
right  ovary.  A  sense  of  indis- 
tinct fluctuation  could  be  commu- 
nicated to  the  touch.  The  child 
was  fearfully  emaciated ;  but  this 
was  partly  owing  to  her  having 
had  insufiicient  food,  and  to  her 
pains  having  been  unrelieved  by 
medicine.  Her  mother  accounted 
for  her  weakness  by  saying  that 
she  was  much  given  to  masturba- 
tion. Under  the  influence  of 
sedatives  and  nourishing  food  her 
general  health  seemed  to  impro  ve, 
but  the  tumour  increased  in  size. 
At  length  it  filled  the  abdomen, 
and  pressed  up  the  diaphragm  to 
such  an  extent,  that  death  from 
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Second  Sehies. — Cancer  of  the  Vagina,  Ovahies,  &c. — {Continued) 


No. 


11 


Date. 


29  July, 
1862 


Name. 


Mrs.  L., 
Druiy  Lane. 


Age  and  Social 
State. 


89.  Has  been 
married  ten 
years,  and  is 
now  five 
months  ad- 
vanced in  her 
third  preg- 
nancy. 


History,  Symptoms,  Treatment,  &c. 


suffocation  -was  feared ;  -when 
suddenly  relief  was  obtained  by 
the  discharge  of  some  two  pints 
of  a  dirty  grumous  fluid  from  the 
rectum.  Two  days  subsequently 
(16th  April,  1861)  death  occurre'd 
from  exhaustion  after  long  con- 
tinued sickness.  At  the  autopsy 
the  abdomen  was  found  filled  by  a 
tumour  of  soft  medullary  cancer, 
which  was  adherent  to  every 
tissue  in  the  pelvic  cavity.  At 
different  parts  the  growth  was 
hollowed  out  into  cysts,  one  of 
which  had  opened  into  the  des- 
cending colon. 

This  was  an  example  of  mul- 
tiple cancer.  Masses  of  malignant 
disease  could  be  detected  ia  the 
Kver  and  in  the  omentum ;  there 
were  also  one  nodule  in  the  abdo- 
minal parietes  to  the  right  of  the 
imibilicus,  a  mass  in  the  parietes 
growing  from  the  ensiform  carti- 
lage of  the  sternum,  a  large  tumour 
in  the  left  groin,  and  a  substance 
of  considerable  size  in  the  recto- 
vaginal septum  which  almost 
blocked  up  the  vagina.  My 
opinion  was  sought  by  Dr.  Thane 
as  to  the  advisability  of  inducing 
abortion.  After  much  hesitation 
it  was  thought  the  patient's  com- 
fort would  be  increased  by 
emptying  the  uterus,  and  there- 
fore on  the  30th  July  the  mem- 
branes were  punctured.  Labour 
set  in  on  the  2nd  August ;  but  so 
narrowed  was  the  vaginal  canal 
that  I  had  to  break  up  the  foetus 
and  remove  it  piecemeal.  She 
did  well  for  some  days  ;  but  on 
the  10th  there  was  an  exhausting 
attack  of  diarrhoea,  and  she 
gradually  became  weaker  until 
her  death  on  the  26th  of  the 
samo  month. 

At  the  post-mortem  examination 
made  by  Dr.  Thane  and  myself, 
we  found  various-sized  masses  of 
firm  medullary  cancer  in  the 
situations  already  noticed,  and 
likewise  in  the  walls  of  the  colon 
and  in  the  spleen.  At  the  apex 
of  the  left  lung  there  was  a  small 
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No. 

Date. 

Name. 

Age  and  Social 
State. 

History,  Symptoms,  Treatment,  &c. 

deposit  of  tubercle  whicli  had 
undergone  calcareous  degenera- 
tion :  while  there  were  also 
patches  of  tubercular  matter  in 
the  same  part  of  the  right  limg. 

This  patient  had  always  en- 
joyed remarkably  good  health. 
The  first  symptom  of  disease  was 
noticed  at  the  beginning  of  this 
year,  when  she  discovered  the 
nodule  in  the  abdominal  parietes. 
Has  not  been  strong,  however, 
since  the  summer  of  1861,  when 
she  grieved  very  much  at  the 
death  of  her  child.  None  of  her 
relations  ever  suffered  from 
cancer.  Her  half-brother's  (same 
father)  children  have  aU  died 
from  consumption. 

IV.  Cancer  of  the  Uterus. 

This  fearful  disease  is  most  commonly  met  with  under  the 
form  of  medullary  ulceration  of  the  lips  or  vaginal  portion  of 
the  uterus.  In  the  small  proportion  of  about  2  or  3  per  cent,  it 
appears  to  commence  in  the  mucous  or  muscular  coat  of  the 
body  or  fundus  of  the  womb ;  occasionally  running  its  entire 
course  while  confined  to  this  part,  and  sometimes  spreading 
downward  until  the  whole  organ  is  involved.  Probably  in 
nearly  one-third  of  all  the  cases  of.  cancer  which  occur  in 
women  the  uterus  is  the  organ  aifected. 

Medullary  cancer  is  very  much  more  frequent  than  any 
other  variety  of  malignant  disease  of  the  uterus.  According 
to  Kiwisch  about  three  out  of  every  ten  examples  of  cancer 
uteri  are  cases  of  scirrhus ;  but  this  estimate  is  certainly  much 
greater  than  that  furnished  by  my  tables,  and  is  deemed 
excessive  by  most  authorities.  Cauliflower  excrescence  or 
epithelioma  is  also  a  rare  affection,  and  when  met  with  the 
excrescence  is  usually  found  growing  from  the  posterior  lip  of 
the  uterus.  Just  as  seldom,  I  believe,  an  inveterate  form  of 
ulcerated  epithelial  cancer  of  the  lips  or  interior  of  the  cervix 
falls  under  observation. 

.  In  whatever  way  malignant  disease  of  the  uterus  sets  in,  it 
gives  rise  to  certain  prominent  symptoms.  Briefly,  these  may  be 
described  as  consisting  of  an  abundant  watery  discharge,  which  is 
of  a  dirty  pale  green  colour,  is  always  ofi'ensive,  but  sometimes 
so  foetid  as  to  render  the  patient  loathsome  to  herself  and  almost 
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so  to  those  around  her ;  sudden  attacks  of  hsemorrliage  which 
(contrary  to  what  might  be  expected)  diminish  in  frequency 
and  severity  as  the  disease  approaches  a  fatal  termination ; 
pain  of  the  most  distressing  kind,  which  at  first  may  only 
come  on  at  night,  but  ultimately  gives  the  sufferer  no  respite, 
imless  relief  be  afforded  by  medicine;  disturbance  of  the 
digestive  organs,  as  is  chiefly  indicated  by  frequent  attacks  of 
nausea  with  vomitiQg,  distressing  flatulence,  and  a  loathing  of 
food ;  and,  lastly,  there  is  most  painful  mental  depression, 
debiHty  which  increases  daily,  and  rapid  wasting  of  the  tissues. 
It  must  not  be  supposed  that  instances  are  not  sometimes  met 
with  where  one  or  more  of  these  symptoms  are  absent,  but 
they  are  exceptional  cases.  Thus,  haemorrhage  is  often  the  flrst 
indication  of  the  presence  of  cancer  of  the  uterus,  though  in 
a  few  instances  the  disease  has  run  its  whole  course  without 
an  attack.  When  these  symptoms,  or  most  of  them,  have 
been  present  for  a  short  time,  the  patient's  countenance  assumes 
that  dingy  sallow  hue  and  pinched  anxious  expression  so  well 
known  as  the  cancerous  facies.  This  cachectic  appearance 
follows  the  symptoms  just  mentioned  and  never  precedes  them, 
and  it  occurs  the  more  quickly  in  proportion  to  the  extent  to 
which  the  patient  has  been  weakened  by  the  discharges  and 
pain.  The  only  symptom  which  I  have  observed  as  a  fore- 
runner of  the  outbreak  of  uterine  cancer  is  great  mental  depres- 
sion ;  this,  of  course,  being  attended  with  its  almost  necessary 
accompaniments  of  loss  of  appetite,  and  restlessness  at  night. 

In  the  great  majority  of  cases  the  practitioner  has  no  oppor- 
tunity of  making  a  vaginal  examination  in  the  early  period  of 
the  disease,  when  the  lips  of  the  cervix  are  merely  infiltrated 
with  encephaloid  matter,  and  present  a  hard,  uneven,  nodulated 
character.  It  is  but  seldom  that  he  is  consulted  until  the 
disease  has  advanced  to  the  stage  of  ulceration.  Then  the 
finger  detects  readily  a  more  or  less  deeply  excavated  ulcer,  of 
a  loose  spongy  character,  seated  on  a  tumid  hardened  base,  and 
surrounded  by  indurated  tissue  ;  while  the  whole  womb  is  felt 
to  be  inamovably  fixed  in  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis.  The 
vagina  is  either  involved  or  it  soon  becomes  so  by  the  gradual 
infiltration  of  its  tissues ;  and  then  the  cancerous  degeneration 
extends  through  the  walls  of  this  canal  into  the  bladder,  or 
more  rarely  into  the  rectum,  or  stiU  more  rarely  into  both  these 
parts,  so  that  pne  large  ulcerous  cloaca  results.  As  the  process 
of  disintegration  rapidly  proceeds  the  lips  and  cervix  become 
completely  destroyed  ;  and  the  body  of  the  uterus  gets  con- 
verted into  a  funnel-shaped  cavity,  vdth  its  walls  irregularly 
eaten  away,_  or  covered  with  a  fungous  vascular  growth. 

When  epithelial  cancer  assumes  the  fonn  of  the  cauliflower 
excrescence  its  diagnosis  is  easy.    The  peculiar  feel  of  the  out- 
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growth,  its  fi-inged  or  papillary  structure,  the  ease  with  which 
its  tissues  are  broken  down,  the  exhausting  haemorrhages  _  of 
frequent  occurrence,  and  the  profuse  serous  discharges  which 
it  gives  rise  to,  clearly  point  out  its  nature.  In  the  four  cases 
which  occur  in  the  following  table  (Nos.  1,  18,  54,  and  70) 
persevering  endeavours  to  effect  a  cure  were  una,vailing. 

In  the  treatment  of  uterine  cancer  we  can  do  little  more  than 
attempt  to  relieve  the  prominent  symptoms  as  they  arise.  And 
in  the  first  place  the  general  health  is,  if  possible,  to  be  im- 
proved.   Hence  the  patient  ought  to  be  allowed  a  wholesome 
nutritious  diet ;  of  which  milk  and  cream,  raw  eggs,  and 
properly  cooked  animal  food,  must  form  the  chief  constituents. 
Stimulants  will  be  needed  in  almost  all  cases  ;  and  none  will  be 
found  more  useful  than  either  of  the  light  sparkling  wines, 
good  sherry,  or  pale  brandy.    Malt  liquors  almost  invariably 
disagree,  by  aggravating  the  dyspeptic  troubles  generally,  and 
especially  by  increasing  the  flatulence.    Such  tonics  as  ammo- 
nia and  bark,  phosphoric  acid  in  some  bitter  infusion,  zinc, 
quinine,  chloric  ether  and  glycerine,  or  cod  liver  oil  are  very 
valuable  in  strengthening  the  system,  as  weU  as  in  alleviating 
that  terrible  sinking  and  feeling  of  depression  which  is  so 
generally  complained  of.    When  the  stomach  is  very  irritable 
the  use  of  pepsine  (Morson's  Pepsine  Wine  promises  to  be  of 
great  utility),  of  nitro-muriatic  acid  with  the  dilute  hydrocyanic 
acid,  or  of  ammonia  with  peppermint  and  ether,  gives  relief. 
Two  or  three  drachms  of  chlorate  of  potash  in  a  pint  of  barley- 
water,  taken  for  some  days  together,  vdll  always  cure  the  sore- 
ness of  the  mouth  which  is  often  present.    Sucking  lumps  of 
Wenham  Lake  ice  is  frequently  grateful;  while  good  often 
arises  from  the  free  application  of  extract  of  belladonna,  with 
the  wet  compress  over  the  stomach.    Small  doses  of  castor  oil, 
or  of  confection  of  senna  with  extract  of  taraxacum,  or  the  use 
of  simple  enemata  will  regulate  the  bowels  better  than  any 
other  aperients.    It  need  scarcely  be  added  that  the  purer  and 
more  bracing  the  atmosphere  in  which  the  patient  lives  the 
better  :  while  as  all  ovarian  or  uterine  excitement  must  prove 
very  injurious,  sexual  intercourse  is  to  be  strictly  forbidden, 
even  though  the  disease  be  in  an  early  stage.    It^  is  for  this 
last  reason  that  I  very  rarely  resort  to  the  administration  of 
any  preparation  of  steel  in  cases  of  cancer  uteri,  since  these 
remedies  cause  congestion  of  the  sexual  organs  and  mcrease 
the  pain  and  tendency  to  ha3morrhage.    I  am  sure  that  much 
mischief  is  done  in  many  other  diseases  of  the  uterus  by  the 
indiscriminate  way  in  which  ferruginous  tonics  and  chalybeate 
waters  are  given. 

Then,  secondly,  the  practitioner  must  endeavour  to_  keep  the 
sufferer  as  free  from  pain  as  possible  ;  for  while  persistent  un- 
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easiness  causes  anxiety  and  irritability,  long  sustained  physical 
suffering  will  alone  suffice  to  kill.    In  the  early  stages  a  good 
night  s  rest  may  often  be  afforded  by  the  administration  of  a 
couple  of  pills  of  henbane  and  camphor  (five  and  three  grains) 
washing  them  down  with  a  peppermint  draught  containing  fif- 
teen or  twenty  minims  of  chloric  ether.  But  sooner  or  later  the 
time  arrives  when  full  doses  of  opium  or  morphia  are  needed  to 
allay  the  anguish.    As  far  as  my  experience  goes,  no  prepara- 
tion is  so  generally  useful  as  the  extract  of  opium ;  since,  when 
given  m  a  dose  proportionate  to  the  necessities  of  the  case  it 
seldom  mduces  that  subsequent  nausea  and  headache  which  is- 
so  commonly  caused  by  the  tincture  or  the  powder.  Battley's 
solution  is  also  valuable  for  the  same  reason.  Ciiloroform 
sulphuric  ether,  henbane,  Indian  hemp,  and  conium  are  also 
useful  ;  and  especiaUy  so  are  mixtures  containing  combinations  of 
these  drugs.  _  Very  frequently,  and  more  particularly  when  the 
bladder  is  irritable,  I  employ  belladonna  locaUy,  mixing  four 
or  five_  grams  mto  a  pessary  with  cocoa-butter,  and  directing  it 
to  be  mtroduced  mto  the  vagina  every  night.     When  this 
canal  is  free  from  disease  the  appHcation  to  the  cervix  of  a 
Ingorific  mixture,  by  means  of  a  gutta  percha  speculum,  often 
affords  considerable  rehef.      Although  the  employment  of 
intense  cold  as  a  means  of  cure  is  quite  futile,  yet,  as  an  ad- 
junct to  other  remedies  for  the  reHef  of  suffering,  it  is  of  much 
value.    I  have  tried  the  local  application  of  carbonic  acid  ^as, 
as  weU  asthe  mjection  into  the  vagina  of  chloroform  vapour, 
but  neither  proceeding  has  appeared  to  be  of  any  service, 
bympathetic  pains  m  distant  parts  are  best  relieved  by  the  use 
ol  strong  belladonna  liniments  or  plasters,  or  what  is  often 
mOTe  ettectual,  the  subcutaneous  injection  of  morphia. 

In  the  tbJrd  place  it  has  always  seemed  important  to  me  to 
check  the  attacks  of  haemorrhage  as  speedily  as  possible.  In- 
dependently of  the  alarm  and  depression  which  every  flooding 
gives  rise  to,  I  am  sure  that  the  loss  of  blood  rapidly  hastens 
the  case  to  a  fatal  termination,  although  immediate  death  from 
bleedmg  is  of  rare  occurrence.    The  general  remedies  in  which 
1  Have  most  faith  are  gallic  acid,  the  mineral  acids,  and  cinna- 
mon ;  the  acetate  of  lead,  turpentine,  and  digitahs  having  only 
disappomted  me.    A  very  useful  df  aught,  which  may  be  given 
every  four_  hours  during  an  attack  of  bleeding,  may  be  made 
01  ten  grains  of  gallic  acid,  fifteen  or  twenty  minims  of  dilute 
sulphuric  acid,  a  drachm  and  a  half  of  compound  tincture  of 
cinnamon,  a  drachm  of  syrup  of  poppies,  and  water.  It  must  be 
confessed,  however,  that  local  applications  are  often  more  valuable, 
since  they  more  speedily  effect  our  object  than  medicines  given 
mtemally.^  If  a  small  speculum  can  be  used  tlie  bleeding  will  ge- 
nerally be  immediately  controlled  by  inserting  into  tlio  ulcerated 
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surface  a  plug  of  cotton  wool,  moistened  with  a  strong  solution 
of  the  perchloride  of  iron  in  glycerine  ;  or  a  plug  of  simple  cotton 
wool  may  be  gently  resorted  to,  when  it  is  deemed  improper  to 
introduce  any  instrument  for  fear  of  rupturmg  the  vascular  mass. 
So  also  the  actual  cautery,  cautiously  apphed,  will  commonly  at 
once  serve  to  close  the  orifices  of  the  bleeding  vessels.  But  the 
great  disadvantage  of  these  applications  is  generally  that  they 
cannot  be  employed  when  they  are  most  wanted,  for  the  flood- 
ings  come  on  suddenly  and  violently  to  the  patient's  great  alai-m. 
I  usually,  therefore,  instruct  the  nurse  how  she  may  use  an 
injection  of  alum  and  gallic  acid,  or  of  infusion  of  matico, 
■under  these  circumstances  ;  explaining  that  it  is  only  necessary 
to  have  the  hips  well  raised  by  pillows,  and  then  to  inject  with 
a  common  syringe,  or  even  to  pour  into  the  vagina  a  small  quan- 
tity of  either  of  these  astringents,  in  order  to  moderate  the 
discharge  of  blood,  if  not  to  control  it  entirely.  Sometimes  a 
pessary  made  with  as  much  tannin  as  can  be  held  together  by 
half  a  drachm  of  cocoa-butter,  forms  an  effectual  styptic. 
The  use  of  ice  to  the  vulva  may  also  be  recommended. 

And,  fourthly,  it  is  necessary  to  mitigate  the  horribly  offen- 
sive odours  of  the  discharges ;  in  attempting  which  we  may 
generally  also  succeed  in  lessening  the  quantity  of  the  serous 
flow,    this  duty  will  not  be  thought  unimportant  by  any 
practitioner  who  has  had  the  misfortune  to  see  a  few  neglected 
or  badly  managed  cases.    And  to  begin  with,  it  is  necessary— 
at  least  as  far  as  the  women  seen  in  the  hospital  out-patient 
rooms  are  concerned — to  recommend  free  ablution  twice  or 
thrice  daily  with  tepid  water.     Then,  when  we  can  depend 
upon  injections  being  gently  but  effectually  used,  we  may  order 
a  pint  of  water  containing  a  scruple  of  chloride  of  _  zinc  to  be 
employed  twice  a  day ;  or  half  an  ounce  of  the  liquor  sodaa 
chlorinatse,  or  two  drachms  of  the  chloride  of  lime  to  the  pmt 
of  water  may  be  tried ;  or  one  drachm  of  creasote  to  a  pint  of 
barley  water  or  thin  gruel  maybe  injected;  or  from  two  to 
three  drachms  to  the  pint  of  Condy's  Antiseptic  Fhiid,  of  which 
the  permanganate  of  potash  is  the  basis,  can  be  ordered.  In 
several  instances  comfort  has  been  derived  from  the  use  every 
night  of  a  pessary  containing  extract  of  logwood  (  9j.  to_  5  ss.) 
and  cocoa-butter ;  an  application,  the  power  of  which  is  not 
deteriorated  by  having  combined  with  it  belladonna  or  morphia. 
And,  lastly,  I  have  known  ladies  attempt  to  prevent  the  foetid 
smell  from  being  perceptible  to  others  by  padding  the  vulva 
with  small  muslin  bags  of  vegetable  charcoal ;  a  practice  which 
is  only  of  any  value  in  exceptional  cases  and  under  peculiar 
circumstances. 

Now  the  measures  which  have  just  been  described  may  be 
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said  to  be  those  which  axe  to  be  practised  in  almost  every 
instance  of  uterine  cancer ;  and  it  is  certain  that  by  their 
skilftil  adaptation  to  the  exigencies  of  each  particular  case  much 
good  may  be  done.    But  it  sometimes  happens  that  we  see  the 
patient  when  the  affection  is  in  an  early  stage,  or  when  it  assumes 
the  lorm  of  a  polypoid  excrescence,  or  when  it  appears  limited 
to  the  cervix  uteri.    Under  these  circumstances  it  becomes  an 
anxious  question  whether  some  more  decided  plan  of  treatment 
may  not  be  useful,  whether  something  cannot  be  done  to 
eradicate  the  disease  completely,  or  at  least  materiaUy  to 
check  its  progress.     The  truth  must  unfortunately  be  confessed 
that  here  the  art  of  the  physician,  for  the  most  part,  fails  him. 
With  regard  to  specific  remedies  I  can  only  say  that  I  haye 
never  seen  anything  approaching  to  permanent  benefit  from 
their  employment    Arsenic,  bromine,  the  iodide  of  arsenic, 
the  bangumana  Canadensis,  the  iodide  of  lead,  iodide  of 
potassium,  conium,  the  bichloride  of  mercury,  and  many  other 
drugs  are  reaUy  useless.    It  has  sometimes  been  hoped  bv 
myself  and  the  patient  that  the  bromide  of  potassium  was 
actmg  beneficiaUy  m  retarding  the  disease  ;  but  more  frequently 
It  has  not  effected  even  a  modicum  of  good.    And  the  same  dis- 
appomtment  follows  excision  of  the  neck  of  the  womb  ;  whether 
this  operation  be  performed  with  the  ^craseur,  the  knife,  or  the 
ligature.    If  there  are  any  exceptions  to  this  statement  it  is  in 
the  case  of  epithehal  growths  (cauliflower  excrescence),  but 
even  here  I /ear  that  in  ahnost  aU  instances  the  good  which 
can  be  done  is  merely  temporary.    In  only  one  instance  can  I 
persuade  myself  that  I  effected  a  cure  by  amputating  the  cer- 
vix, and  m  this  mstance  the  patient  was  lost  sight  of  twelve 
months  after  the  operation.     Yet  I  do  not  consider  that  this 
proceeding  is  altogether  to  be  condemned.    It  may  possibly 
ma  few  instances  prove  beneficial;  audit  may  certainly  be 
said  that  neither  m  my  own  practice  nor  in  that  of  a  few  other 
physicians  which  I  have  had  the  opportunity  of  seeing,  has  it  done 
anymischief.  It  gives  the  patient  the  inestimable  comfort  of  hope 
revived ;  a,nd  for  a  few  months,  by  controlling  the  symptoms. 
It  greatly  lessens  anxiety  if  it  does  not  afford  complete  peace 
01  mmd.    ihe  misfortune  is  that  the  cases  are  so  rarely  met 
with  m  which  there  is  a  fair  chance  of  this  operation  succeeding ; 
since,  lor  obvious  reasons,  patients  rarely  apply  for  advice  in 
the  early  stages  of  uterine  cancer. 

With  regard  to  the  employment  of  powerful  escliarotics  my 
opinion  has  afready  been  expressed.  I  have  tried  the  actual 
cautery,  the  concentrated  mineral  acids,  strong  sulphm-ic  acid 
saturated  with  sulphate  of  zinc,  arsenic,  choride  of  bromine, 
chloride  of  zmc,  the  pernitrate  of  mercury,  potassa  fusa,  and 
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^1,  1  T.c.+a  nf  zinc  dried  and  powdered.  Unhappily,  in  no 
the  snlphate  ot  zino  ariea  •      ^        to  lead  me  to 

case  has  the  treatment  been  extensive  ulce- 

''r  "^Ttt  Hps  of  the  uterus  was  ahnost  healed  by  the  use  of 
Ife  chJor^^e  of  though,  while  there  was  this 

the  cMonae  oi   u  ptom,  it  was  clear  that  the  con- 

Sdt  "no" /»  i^orea'sing     A  cha^lata.  nught 

-Sb=rwfn\S^Sa&£.irg£ 

X^ucce^M  tZgh  in  four  mrtances  tlie  patient  recovered 
from'iCperaaor  In  the  successful  one  tte  woman  remamed 
trom  tne  ope™  ^     remembered  that 

7:l  ":%f^^^^^  of        organ,  so  that  the 

operator  Conrld  J.  M.  iange-beok,  had  a  oo-P-^ve^y  e^^^^ 
task-  while,  without  bemg  hypercritical,  a  doubt  may  pe 
snl^estld  as  tothe  coirectSess  of  the  diagnosis.    The  details 
7tle  case  are  given  by  Professor  Lange^^^^^^^ 
thesis   De  totius  Uteri  ExtirpaUone,  Gottmgen,  1842.  Une 
succe  sfd  result,  however,  from  a  very  dangerous  proceeding 
Tnot  ouWeigh  a  number  of  failures ;  fadure,  be  ^emem- 
W  iZlying  death  witHn  forty-eight  hours  m  fifteen  out 
Slw^ZtC  fatal  cases.    Hence  it  is  almost  ^^^necessary  to 
L  E  no  practitioner  in  the  present  day  would  be  justified 
SowSig  the  example  of  the^lder  Professor  Langenbeck, 
Eecamier,  and  Blundell  with  regard  to  this  operatLon 

It  occasionaUy  happens  that  cases  of  cancer  of  the  ute^ 
complicated  with  pregnancy  are  met  ^^^^  5  ^^f,  ^^/^^^^ 
gestation  has  not  advanced  beyond  a  few  montb^,  it  ^ecomes  a 
question  of  some  moment  as  to  whether  abortion  should  be 
Seed.    There  is  but  little  doubt  that,,as  a  general  rale  it 
s  best  to  take  the  proper  steps  for  emptymg  tbe  utenis^*^^ 
early  a  period  as  possible.  The  process  of  Pa^'^urition,  at  or  ne^ 
L  full  term,  is  one  of  considerable  suffermg  and  danger  when 
the  cervix  is  infiltrated  with  cancer ;  two  great  sources  of  danger 
existing,  viz.,  the  Hability  to  haemorrhage  and  rupture  ot  the 
Tru..^'  Sometimes  even  'delivery  by  the  natural  pa-^  ^^^^ 
the  seventh  month  is  quite  impossible ;  and  two  P^y^^^X^^^^^^ 
counteyhave  had  to  resort  to  the  Ceesarean  section  lender  the^ 
circumstances.  For  further  remarks  upon  this  subject  the  reader 

is  referred  to  the  description  of  a  case  ^^^"^^'^^^  ^'ohMrL 
cated  with  pregnancy,  in  the  4th  volume  of  the  Oisf.^^^^^^^^ 
Tramactions,  In  this  instance  I  mduced  abortion,  for  reasons 
fuUy  stated  in  my  paper.  .  .  ,  , 

Having  given  this  outHne  of  the  principles  which  have 
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guided  me  in  the  treatment  of  the  disease  under  consideration, 
my  reader  s  attention  may  now  be  directed  to  the  foUowing 
tabular  statement  of  the  chief  features  presented  in  each  of  th! 
cases  which  have  fallen  under  my  observation  :— 

Thihd  Sekies.— Oancee  of  the  Utebtts. 


No. 


Date. 


16  June, 
1847. 


Name. 


31  Mar., 
1848 


4  April, 
1851, 


M.  A.  P., 

I)uke  Street, 
Lincoln's  Inn 
Fields. 


Age  and 
Social  State. 


Mrs.  K., 
Holbom 
Buildings. 


S.  B., 

Hospital  for 
Women. 


21  April, 
1851. 


M.  R., 

Hospital  for 
Women, 


47.  Widow. 
Never  had 
any  children. 


History,  Symptoms,  Treatment,  &c. 


41.  Married 
twenty-one 
years :  never 
been  preg- 
nant. 


28.  Married. 
Has  had  six 
pregnancies  ; 
five  children 
Miscarried 
two  years  ago, 


38.  Married. 
Had  one  child 
20  years  ago. 

1)  2 


Has  a  rough  soft  mass  of  epi- 
thelial cancer  (cauliflower  excres- 
cence) growing  from  the  lips  of 
the  utei-us;  the  whole  organ 
being  also  enlarged  and  fixed  in 
the  pelvis.  Says  she  had  no 
symptom  of  any  disease  till  four 
months  ago,  when  she  suffered 
much  grief  at  the  death  of  her 
husband  from  phthisis.  The  dis- 
ease steadily  progressed,  and  she 
died  in  May,  1848, 

The  cervix  uteri  is  much  en- 
larged and  hard.  The  posterior 
lip  is  the  seat  of  ulcerated  medul- 
lary cancer.  The  most  remai-k- 
able  feature  was  the  severity  and 
frequency  of  the  floodings.  She 
often  appeared  blanched  and 
dying  from  hsemorrhage.  Plug- 
ging the  vagina  with  cotton  wool 
was  more  eflBicacious  than  the 
employment  of  astringents. 
The  administration  of  the  iodide 
of  arsenic  was  unattended  with 
any  benefit.  As  in  most  similar 
cases,  sickness  and  flatulence 
caused  great  distress.  Death 
occurred  on  the  15th  December. 
1849.  ' 

Uterus  much  enlarged  ;  cervix 
indurated  and  tender,  evidently 
afiected  with  medullary  cancer. 
Is  very  thin.  Arsenic,  steel,  cod 
liver  oil,  and  sedatives.  By  the 
7th  January,  1862,  the  disease 
had  ulcerated,  and  tlie  vagina 
become  involved.  The  arsenic 
was  omitted.  She  died  29th 
November,  1852.  After  death 
the  body  of  the  uterus,  the  cer- 
vix, and  a  great  part  of  the  vagina 
were  foimd  in  a  state  of  malig- 
mint  ulceration.  The  uterus  was 
adherent  to  the  rectum. 


The  uterus  is  enlarged,  ospo- 
cially  anteriorly.  The  cervix  is 
swollen,  and  as  hard  as  a  piece 
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Thibd  Semes— Cancer  op  the  VrE-B.vs.—CContimted.) 


No. 

Date. 

Name. 

Age  and 
Social  State. 

History,  Symptoms,  Treatment,  &c. 

1 
r 
( 
c 

^ever  preg-  o 
lant     since,  s 
^atamenia 
.eased   six  t 
weeks  back,  a 

r 

( 
] 

f  stone.    It  is  tender,  and  is  the 
eat  of   severe  darting  pains. 
[Tiere  is  also  a  malignant  stric- 
ure  of  the  rectum,  commencing 
tbout  an  inch  from  the  anus. 
?here  are  no  symptoms  of  any 
;ancerous  deposit  elsewhere.  The 
•esult  is  unknown,  as  the  patient 
was  lost  sight  of. 

5 

21  May, 
1861. 

M.  M., 

Hospital  for 
Women. 

i4.  Married. 
Eleven  child- 
ren, and  five 
abortions. 
Last  child  14 
months  old. 

The  labia  uteri  are  being  ra- 
pidly destroyed  by  medullary 
jancer.  The  ulcerations  are  deep, 
and  the  discharge  most  offensive. 
The  catamenia  have  not  appeared 
since  last  'labour  :  only  weaned 
her  child  four  months  ago. 

6 

1  Oct., 
1851. 

J.  E., 

Leeds. 

34.  Married. 
Had  one  child 
11  years  ago. 

Lips  and  cervix  much  enlarged 
and  ulcerated  from  medullary 
cancer.     The  most  prominent 
symptom  is  great  debility.  Cata- 
menia regular,  but  for  the  last 
three  months  very  abundant. 

7 

1  Oct., 
1851. 

1W  TXT 
SO.,  w ., 

Sheemess. 

9Q  TVTnTrifid 
nine    years ; 
never  preg- 
nant. 

Uterus  much  enlarged;  the 
whole  organ  appears  iofiltrated 
with  meduUary  cancer.  The 
interior  of  the  cervix  is  ulcerated. 
The  catamenia  were  regular  until 
three  months  ago.    The  promi- 
nent symptoms   are    pain,  an 
abundant  and  offensive  watery 
discharge,  and  great  depression. 

8 

4  Feb., 
1852. 

■ 

E.  R., 

Smith' sCourt, 
Great  "Wind- 
mill  otreet. 

54.  Married. 
Had  one  child 
many  years 
ago. 

Cancer  of  the  lips  of  the  uterus, 
the  vagina  being  involved.  The 
disease  is  in  the  last  stage  ;  and 
fhfi  Tioor  woman  is  worn  out  with 
the  constant  watery  discharge 
from  the  extensive  ulceration,  and 
the  pain.    Has  had  several  at- 
tacks of  flooding  ;  the  first  of 
which  happened  two  years  ago, 
when  she  was  not  conscious  ot 
having  any  disease  about  her. 
Died  1st  March,  1852. 

9 

28  April 
1852. 

,     Mrs.  R., 
Jewin's 
Crescent, 
Aldersgate 
Street. 

67.  Marrie( 
many  years 
and  has  ha 
8  childrer 
C  atameni 
only  cease 
twelve  yeai 
ago. 

i     Both  lips  of  the  uterus  are 
,  destroyed  by  malignant  ulcera- 
d  tion.     Has   watery  discharge, 
I.  severe  pain,  and  occasional  flood- 
a  ings.  The  first  attack  of  hamor- 
d  rhage  occurred  one  year  ago,  and 
•s  constituted  the  earUest  symptom. 
Her  father's  mother  died  ot  can- 
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TnmD  Series.— Cancbb,  of  the  Utertjs.— (CoMimuutf.) 


No. 

Date. 

Nome. 

Social  State. 

History,  Symptoms,  Treatment,  &o. 

cer  of  the  breast.  A  frigoriflc 
mixture  of  ice  and  salt  was  sys- 
tematically used  with  a  gutta 
percha  spectilum.  No  benefit 
was  derived  from  it.  Death  took 
place  25th  April,  1853. 

1  A 

0  Jjiayj 
1852. 

ixL.  ixl.., 

Blue  Anchor 
Alley,  Saint 
Luke's. 

45.  Mamed. 
Has  had  five 
children,  hav- 
ing weaned 
the  last  in 
June,  1861. 

Both  lips  01  the  uterus  are 
destroyed  by  a  deep  fungous  sore, 
with  warty-looking  edges.  Has 
a  profuse  sero-sanguinolent  dis- 
charge, which  is  most  ofiensive. 
She  compares  the  pains  to  those 
of  labour.  Is  very  emaciated 
and  feeble.  Died  21st  February, 
1853. 

5  TVTav 
1862. 

A  T 
Tring,  Herts. 

/I            AA/ 1  n  ATtr 

Utf*  TTlU.UW 

seven  years. 
Has  had  eight 
pregnancies. 

Ijips  of  uterus  destroyed  by  ft 
kind  of  warty  ulceration.  Has 
great  pain,  bearing-down,  irrita- 
bility of  bladder,  and  watery 
discharge.  Says  she  was  well 
until  three  months  ago.  Cata- 
menia ceased  six  months  ago, 
and  were  quite  regular  until  one 
year  since. 

12 

2  June, 
1852, 

C.  J., 

Barking, 
Essex. 

58.  Married, 
and  has  had 
8  children. 

Epithelial  cancer  of  the  uterus, 
involving  the  vagina.  The  organ 
was  fixed,  and  the  ulceration 
rapidly  extended  while  the  pa- 
tient remained  under  observation. 
The  catamenia  ceased  ten  years 
ago. 

13 

2  June, 
1852. 

A.  G., 
Cromer  Str., 
Brunswick 
Square. 

50.  Married; 
had  one  child 
28  years  ago. 
Catamenia 
ceased  6  years 
ago. 

Has  cancer  of  the  uterus  and 
vagina,  in  the  stage  of  ulcera- 
tion. Complaint  is  chiefly  made 
of  cutting  pains,  watery  dis- 
charge, and  floodings.  None  of 
her  relations  ever  sufiered  from 
cancer.  The  symptoms  first 
showed  themselves  one  year  ago. 
"Was  kept  in  some  degree  of  com- 
fort by  one  drachm  of  laudanum 
daUy.  Died  28th  February,  1863. 

14 

23  June, 
1852. 

Mrs.  B., 
CamdenTown 

48.  Married. 
Has  had  12 
children ;  the 
last  9  years 
ago. 

Cervix  uteri  enlarged,  the  labia 
being  of  a  scirrhus  hardness. 
There  is  great  pain,  a  watery 
discharge,  and  extreme  debility. 
Says  that  she  has  had  a  constant 
discharge  of  blood  from  the  uterus 
for  the  last  seven  years.  There 
is  also  tenderness  over  the  liver, 
which  is  enlarged.  It  has  an 
indistinctly  nodular  fouling. 
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Thikd  Seeies. — Oanceh  of  the  Uterus. — (Continued.) 


No. 


15 


16 


17 


Date. 


7  July, 
1862. 


11  Aug., 
1852. 


18 


15  Dec, 
1862. 


Name. 


E.  0., 

Ely  Place, 
"Whitechapel. 


16  Dec, 
1862. 


A.  W., 
York  BuUd- 
ings,  Somers 

Town. 


G.  G., 

WMskin 
Street,  Clerk- 
enweU, 


A.  E., 

Orchard 
Street,Kings- 
land  Eoad. 


19 


22  Dec, 
1852. 


E.  M., 
Parson's 
Green,  Ful- 
ham. 


Age  and 
Social  State. 


History,  SymptomB,  Treatmcut,  &o. 


35.  Married 
eight  years. 
Been  preg- 
nant twice  ; 
last  time  six 
years  ago. 


64.  Married. 
Has  had  four 
children,  the 
youngest  be- 
ing 17  years 
old. 


46.  Married 
twenty  -  six 
years.  Has 
had  4  child- 
ren and  four 
abortions. 


41.  Married 
twenty  -  two 
years.  Seven 
children,  the 
last  being  3 
years  old. 


40.  "Widow 
seven  months. 
Five  children, 
the  last  four 
years  ago. 


Carcinoma  of  the  uterus  fer 
advanced.  Uterus  fLsed;  ulcera- 
tion has  destroyed  the  lips  and 
cervix.  "Whether  the  disease  is 
medullary  or  epithelial  cancer  I 
cannot  say.  Had  no  symptoms 
of  disease  until  four  monthfi  ago. 
Pain,  offensive  discharge,  and 
debility  are  the  prominent  symp- 
toms. 

Anterior  lip  and  wall  of  cervix 
enlarged  and  indurated,  as  if 
affected  with  scrrrhus.  Has  re- 
cently suffered  from  a  green  slimy 
discharge,  with  sudden  attacks  of 
hemorrhage.  Is  very  weak.  Ca- 
tamenia  ceased  nearly  ten  years 
ago. 

Uterus  enlarged  and  immobile. 
The  cervix  is  swollen,  tender,  and 
gives  a  baggy  feel  to  the  touch. 
For  the  last  two  years  has  had 
constant  flooding.  Great  pain, 
bearing-down,  leucorrhoea,  and 
general  debility.  Has  also  large 
heemorrhoids. 

There  is  a  cauliflower  excre- 
scence, about  the  size  of  a  pigeon's 
egg,  growing  from  the  posterior 
lip  of  the  uterus.  The  cervix  is 
much  elongated,  so  that  it  ex- 
tends to  the  orifice  of  the  vagina. 
The  chief  symptoms  have  been 
floodings,  abundant  watery  dis- 
charge, and  throbbing  pain. 
There  is  no  hereditary  taint.  At 
the  begioning  of  January,  1863, 
I  amputated  the  cervix  at  nearly 
an  inch  above  the  seat  of  the 
growth.  After  the  operation  the 
general  health  very  much  im- 
proved ;  but  the  wound  was  not 
completely  cicatrized  for  ten 
weeks.  The  patient  remained 
well  at  the  end  of  the  year,  when 
she  was  lost  sight  of. 

Uterus  enlarged  as  if  from 
medullary  cancer.  The  lips  and 
cervix  are  being  gradually  eaten 
away.  Has  had  a  discharge  of 
blood,  with  pain,  &c., for  nearly  two 
years.   It  began  suddenly,  when 
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Third  Series. — Cancer  of  the  Uterus. — {Continued.) 


No. 

Dato. 

Nome. 

A  (Trt  (1  TlH 

Social  State. 

History,  Symptoms,  Treatment,  &o. 

she  was  much  frightened  at  her 
furniture  being  seized  for  rent. 
Had  previously  had  great  anxiety 
and  difficulties.  The  disease  pro- 
gressed steadily  while  she  re- 
mained under  observation. 

20 

16  Mar., 
1853. 

A.  E., 

Hospital  for 
"Women. 

47.  Married. 
Two  children, 

4"      r\    I  o  a  T"     r\  fli  in  rv 

Tjjie  idSL  uemg 
27  years  old. 

Ulcerated  carcinoma  of  the 
uterus,    involving  the  vagina. 
Dates  the  length  of  time  she  has 
suffered  as  seven  months.  She 
says  the  catamenia  were  regular 
until  Christmas,  and  siace  then 
they  have  not  appeared.  She 
attended  only  a  few  times  at  the 
hospital,  but  I  heard  that  the 
disease  ended  fatally  in  July, 
1853. 

21 

6  April, 
1853. 

A.  C, 
Feather's 
Coui-t,  Hol- 
bom. 

60.  Married, 
and  has  had 
8  children. 
The  last  was 
bom  18  years 
ago. 

Cavity  of  cervix  and  body  of 
uterus  in  a  state  of  malignant 
degeneration.  The  ulceration  has 
extended  to  the  vagina.  Has 
had  a  continual   discharge  of 
blood  for  nine  months.  The 
catamenia  ceased  ten  years  ago. 

22 

18  May, 
1853. 

E.  D., 

Luton  Street, 
Portman 
Market. 

34.  Married. 
Six  children, 
the  youngest 
being  thirteen 
months  old. 

Lips  and  cervix  almost  wholly 
destroyed  by  medullary  cancer. 
The  uterus  is  immovable.  Has 
not  been  well  or  free  from  a 
watery    sanguineous  discharge 
since  the  birth  of  last  child.  She 
only  weaned  it  three  weeks  ago. 

23 

18  May, 
1863. 

S.  H., 

New  Turn- 
stilcjHolbom. 

36.  Married 
eighteen  yi's. ; 
11  children, 
the  youngest 
four  years  old. 

The  whole  of  the  uterus  seems 
to  be  involved,  and  the  disease  is 
spreading  down  the  vagina  and 
through  the  septum  into  the 
bladder.     The  symptoms  first 
came  on  two  years  ago.  TLhe 
disease  is  very  far  advanced.  Died 
30th  June,  1863. 

24 

18  June, 
1853. 

Esther  C, 
Theobald's 
lioad. 

43.  Widow. 
Had  one  child 
24  years  ago. 
Catamonia  re- 
gular until 
April,  1862, 
wlion  she  had 
a  flooding. 

The  whole  of  the  cervix  is 
destroyed  by  finn  moduUaiy  can- 
cer, now  in  tho  stage  of  ulceration. 
Symptoms  of  uterine  disease  woro 
first  manifested  in  August,  1851. 
Hasbeon  undermodical  treatment 
for  simple  ulceration.  The  uterus 
is  fixed;  and  thero  are  all  tho 
symptoms  of  severe  constitutional 
taint.  Death  ocouiTcd  1  Gth  March, 
1854. 
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Thihd  Semes. — Cancer  of  the  Uterus. — {Continued.) 


No. 


25 


26 


27 


28 


Bate. 


9  August, 
1863. 


5  Oct., 
1863. 


12  Oct., 
1863.  ■ 


12  Oct., 
1863. 


Nome. 


L.  S., 

UpperAlbany 

Street, 
EegentsPark. 


Age  and 
Social  State. 


H.  E., 

St  Albans. 


S.  E., 

Bagnigge 
WeUs  Eoad. 


C.  B., 

Belgravo 
Street,  New 
Eoad. 


54.  Married. 
Has  had  one 
child  and  nine 
or  ten  ahor- 
tions."Change 
of  Ufe  "  occur- 
red at  48. 


32.Single.Has 
been  pregnant 
once,her  child 
being  7  years 
old. 


63.  Married, 
and  has  had 
15  children. 


46.  Married 
twice.  Has 
had  five  child- 
ren, aU  by  her 


History,  Symptoms,  Treatment,  &c- 


The  vagina  and  labia  uteri 
involved  in  medullary  iHceration. 
For  the  last  nineteen  months  has 
had  a  constant  discharge  of  blood 
from  the  vagina.  Was  quite  well 
until  two  years  ago.  A  mixture 
of  ice  and  salt  was  applied  to  the 
seat  of  disease  by  means  of  a  very 
small  bladder.  It  seemed  to  les- 
sen the  discharge  and  to  relieve 
the  pain ;  but  at  the  end  of  a 
monfii  it  was  impossible  to  use  it, 
as  the  vagina  became  narrowed 
from  the  increase  of  cancerous 
deposit.    Died  in  June,  1854. 

Uterus  enlarged  and  fixed ;  the 
cavity  is  destroyed  by  a  large 
ulcer,  probably  medullary  cancer, 
though  the  warty  look  of  the 
edges  is  suggestive  of  epithelioma. 
Was  quite  well  until  last  Christ- 
mas, when  the  catamenia  became 
excessive.  For  a  short  time  there 
was  always  flooding  or  a  copious 
watery  discharge.  While  imder 
my  care  she  nearly  died  from 
severe  haemorrhage  on  three  oc- 
casions ;  the  discharge,  however, 
being  checked  by  plugging  with 
cotton  wool  soaked  in  a  solution 
of  alum.  On  the  9th  December 
she  was  seized  with  an  attack  of 
peritonitis,  which  proved  fatal  on 
the  17th. 

At  the  autopsy,  the  cavity  of 
the  uterus  was  found  destroyed 
by  a  large  malignant  ulcer,  which 
had  eaten  its  way  completely 
through  the  posterior  wall  of  the 
uterus,  and  thus  induced  perito- 
nitis. The  disease  would  seem  to 
have  run  its  course  in  about 
twelve  months. 

The  whole  uterus  appears  in- 
filti-ated  with  medullary  cancer. 
Ulceration  has  commenced  on 
posterior  lip.  She  went  into  the 
cancer  ward  of  a  metropolitan 
hospital.  I  saw  her  on  1 0th  May, 
1854,  when  the  case  was  rapid- 
ly approaching  a  fatal  termina- 
tion. 

Labia  uteri  partly  destroyed 
by  medullaiy  cancer;  the  ulce- 
ration extends  a  short  way  up 
tho  cervix.   The  first  symptom 


43 


Thiri)  Series.— Cancer  of  the  XlTEnvs~{Cmtmued.) 


Date. 


Kame. 


Age  and 
Social  State. 


16  Nov., 
1853, 


23  Nov., 
1853. 


1  Feb., 
1854. 


E.  E., 

Hospital  for 
Women. 


first  husband. 
Youngest 
child  22  years 
old. 


History,  Symptoms,  Treatment,  &o. 


c.  p., 

Henrietta 
Street,  Bruns- 
•wick  Square. 

M.  L., 

Cottage  Road, 
Harrow  Road. 


43.  Married. 
Has  had  five 
children,three 
abortions. 


41.  Married 
twenty  -  one 
years.  Never 
pregnant. 

60.  Married. 
Nine  children, 
the  last  being 
19  years  old 


of  any  disease  was  an  attack  of 
flooding,  which  set  in  four  years 
ago.  Since  then  has  had  frequent 
bleedings,  which  have  weakened 
her  very  much.  Her  father  and 
mother  died  young,  but  she  does 
not  know  from  what  disease ;  has 
four  sisters  alive  and  well,  but 
lost  a  brother  from  consumption. 

Attempts  were  made  to  check 
the  disease  by  using  caustics  (the 
actual  cautery  and  potassa  fiisa) 
on  several  occasions,  and  by  ad- 
ministering the  bromide  of  potas- 
sium. This  treatment  lessened 
the  discharge,  and  she  improved 
very  much  in  appearance.  The 
amendment  continued  for  some 
months,  when  she  caught  cold, 
had  pneumonia,  and  was  thrown 
back.  Again,  however,  she 
slightly  improved,  but  only  for  a 
time.  The  ulceration  spread,  and 
the_  watery  discharge  became 
copious  and  very  offensive.  She 
died  exhausted,  5th  January,  1856. 

Uterus  enlarged  and  immovea- 
ble ;  lips  and  cervix  being  de- 
stroyed by  medullary  cancer. 
Catamenia  regular  until  four 
months  ago  ;  since  then  has  had 
floodings.  Six  months  back  was 
in  perfect  health.  Her  mother 
died  of  consumption  at  the  age 
of  21.  Was  subsequently  ad- 
mitted into  the  Marylebone  In- 
firmary. 

Uterus  enlarged  and  fixed. 
Lips  and  vaginal  walls  severely 
ulcerated.  Catamenia  were  never 
regular;  has  seen  nothing  for 
three  months. 

Scirrhus  of  cervix  uteri.  Saya 
she  has  suffered  from  disease  of 
the  womb  for  twelve  years. 
Treated  with  iodide  of  arsenic; 
and  subsequently  I  administered 
tonics,  especially  bark  and  cod- 
liver  oU.  The  disease  steadily 
advanced  ;  ulceration  sot  in,  and 
involved  the  vagina  ;  and  by 
the  26th  October  there  was  a  com- 
munication between  this  canal 
and  the  rectum.  She  died  16th 
December,  1854. 
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Thikd  Series. — Cancek  op  the  TTtehtts. — {Continued.) 


No. 


32 


Date. 


33 


6  April, 
1854. 


5  April, 
1854. 


Name. 


34 


M.  A., 

Croydon. 


E.  S., 

Hospital  for 
Women. 


Age  and 
Social  State. 


35 


36 


37 


12  April, 
1854. 


31  May, 
1864. 


21  June, 
1854. 


29  July, 
1854. 


L.  F., 

Martlett's 
Court,BowSt. 


S.  S., 

Hospital  for 
Women. 


39.  Married. 
Two  children, 
the  youngest 
4  years  old. 


45.  Married. 
Ten  children, 
the  last  ten 
years  old. 


34.  Married 
thirteen  years. 
Seven  child- 
ren, the  last 
nearly  two 
years  old. 
42.  Married. 
Nine  children 
the  last  18 
months  old. 


History,  S3nnptomB,  Treatment,  &c. 


38 


A.L., 

Newman 
Street,  Oxford 
Street. 


Mrs.  W. 

AlbanyStreet, 
EegentsPark. 


3  August, 
1854 


50.  Married. 
Eleven  child- 
r  e  n  ,  the 
youngest  1 2 
years  old. 


Uterus  slightly  enlarged,  fixed, 
and  of  a  stony  hardness.  Has 
suifered  for  two  years  from 
watery  discharges,  floodings,  and 
great  pain.  Is  getting  very 
weak.  I  believe  the  disease  to 
be  scirrhus. 

The  pelvic  cavity  is  filled  with 
the  uterus,  which  is  enlarged  by 
medullary  cancer.  For  _  two 
years  her  health  has  been  failing, 
but  for  the  last  twelve  months 
has  had  offensive  watery  dis- 
charges and  great  debility.  Was 
subsequently  admitted  into  the 
Cancer  Hospital. 

Has  had  cancer  of  the  womb 
for  two  years,  and  has  been  under 
treatment  for  it.  Now  is  suffer- 
ing from  phlegmasia  dolens  in 
both  legs,  but  most  severely  in 
the  left.  Died  at  the  end  of  May. 

Medullary  cancer  of  uterus ; 
vagina  involved.  Has  had  a 
watery  discharge,  abundant  ca- 
tamenial  flow,  bearing-down 
pains,  and  weakness,  since  the 
birth  of  last  child.  Says  she  is 
now  rapidly  getting  worse. 

Medullary  cancer  of  uterus ; 
fax  advanced.  The  disease  ap- 
pears to  have  commenced  18 
months  ago.  Catamenia  were 
regular  until  last  Christmas. 
Has  had  two  attacks  of  flooding 


60.  Married. 
Never  preg- 
nant. 


M.  L., 

Warwick 
Street, 
Pimlico, 


63.  Married, 
and  has  had  6 
childi'en. 


smce. 

Two  years  ago  had  a  polypus 
removed  from  the  uterus,  and 
eight  weeks  afterwards  the  medi- 
cal man  told  her  she  had  cancer. 
Now  the  uterus  and  vagina  are 
ulcerated  (medullary  cancer),  and 
there  is  phlegmasia  dolens  of  the 
left  leg.  Died  9th  November, 
1 854.  At  the  autopsy,  the  upper 
part  of  the  vagina  and  the  cavity 
of  the  uterus  were  found  destroy- 
ed. The  left  femoral  vein  was 
filled  with  a  dark  red  coagulum, 
but  the  coats  of  the  vessel  were 
healthy. 

Medullary  cancer.  Disease 
began  six  months  ago  with  a 
severe  flooding.  Has  since  had 
a  great  deal  of  watery  discharge, 
which  is  veiy  oflbnsivo. 
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Thtrb  SEnrES. — Cancer  of  the  TJTERua. — {Conttnued.) 


Date. 


11  Oct. 

1854, 


18  Oct., 
1854. 


22  Nov., 
1854. 


Name. 


F.  H., 

Tottonham. 


Ag:o  and 
Social  State. 


H.  W., 

Hospital  for 
Women. 


H.  C, 
Littlo  Charles 
Place,  Cam- 
den Town. 


History,  Symptoms,  Treatment,  &o. 


32.  Married  The  uterus  -was  enlarged,  bo 
three  years,  that  its  fundus  reached  to  mid- 
Two  children;  way  between  the  umbilicus  and 
the  last  was  pubes.  The  labia  were  exten- 
bom  22  Nov.,  sively  disorganised  by  medullary 
1853  ;  it  only  ulceration ;  the  disease  extending 
livedSmonths.  up  the  canal  of  the  cervix,  which 
readily  admitted  the  finger.  It  was 
thought  she  might  be  pregnant. 

There  was  no  history  of  cancer 
in  the  family.  Her  mother  died 
of  phthisis.  The  patient's  me- 
dical man  (Mr.  Hicks)  informed 
me  that  the  uterus  was  quite 
healthy  at  the  time  of  the  last 
labour. 

The  most  distressing  symptom 
was  the  constant  haemorrhage, 
which  was  best  checked  by  the  ap- 
plication of  cotton  wool  soaked  in 
the  tincture  of  the  sesquichloride 
of  iron.  On  the  12th  November 
abortion  took  place,  a  putrid  foe- 
tus, eight  inches  in  length,  being 
expeUed.  The  haemorrhage  was 
rather  abundant,  but  was  checked 
by  a  small  plug  of  cotton  wool. 
On  the  14th  November  she  in- 
sisted upon  getting  out  of  bed, 
in  spite  of  the  nurse's  remon- 
strance. Directly  afterwards  she 
complained  of  faintness,  fell  back 
upon  the  bed,  and  died. 

At  the  autopsy  the  right  auri- 
cle was  fovmd  filled  with  a  mass 
of  fibrine,  modelled  to  the  cavity, 
and  completely  closing  the  ori- 
fice. The  clot  extended  some  lit- 
tle distance  up  the  superior  vena 
cava.  The  lips  of  the  uterus  and 
much  of  the  cervix  wore  destroyed 
by  malignant  ulceration.  Several 
of  the  inguinal  glands  appeared 
much  enlarged. 
Has  medullary  cancer  of  the 
rvix ;  ulceration  has  begun. 
Catamenia  ceased  at  50.  Mother 
died  of  cancer  of  the  breast. 


60.  Married 
forty  years. 
Never  preg- 
nant. 

60.  Married. 
Nine  children, 
the  last  boing 
17  years  old. 


The  labia  and  the  canal  of  tho 
cervix  uteri  were  much  enlarged 
and  affected  with  malignant  ulce- 
ration. Has  only  suflbred  much 
for  two  months,  and  is  certain  sho 
was  quite  well  last  Christmas. 
Died  14th  February,  1866. 
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No. 


42 


Date. 


Third  Sekibs.— Canceb,  of  the  TST^u-us.—{Contmued.) 
Name. 


13  Dec, 
1854. 


43 


Mrs.  D., 

Denmark 


Age  and  Sodal 
State. 


45.  Has  had. 
four  children. 


Terrace,    Is-  Thelastpreg 


History,  Symptoms,  Treatment,  &6. 


Ungton. 


44 


45 


4  Jan., 
1855. 


A.  S., 

Charlton 
Street,  New 
Eoad. 


nancy  7  years 
ago. 


44.  Married 
twenty  years 
Eight  child 
ren ;  the  last 
two  years  ago. 


10  Jan., 
1855. 


D.  H., 

Harrow  Eoad, 


7  March, 
1855. 
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4  April, 
1855. 


Cancer  of  the  cervix  uteri,  in- 
volving the  vagina.  Dates  her 
illness  from  last  Fetruary,  and 
says  she  was  quite  well  ^mt^l  then. 
Her  grandmother  died  from  can- 
cer of  the  hreast,  and  her  mother 
from  phthisis.  The  pains  were 
severe,  and  could  only  he  con- 
trolled by  large  doses  of  morphia. 
Died,  from  exhaustion,  26th  Fe- 
bruary, 1855. 

Has  cancer  of  the  cervix  uteri, 
which  is  just  on  the  point  of  \il- 
cerating.  Had  no  symptoms  of 
disease  till  twelve  months  ago. 
In  this  case  the  use  of  cold  was 
very  perseveringly  tried,  a  mix- 
ture of  ice  and  salt  being  applied 
daily  by  means  of  a  gutta  percha 
speculum.  The  iodide  of  arsenic 
was  also  given.  At  the  end  of 
five  weeks  the  ulceration  had  in- 
creased, and  the  patient  finding 
no  benefit  applied  (I  believe)  to 
the  Cancer  Hospital. 


49.  Married 
thirty  years. 
Ten  pregnan- 
cies ;  7  years 
since  the  last. 


S.  B., 

Tottenham 

Street, 
Tottenham 
Court  Eoad. 


S.  M., 
Greek  Street, 
Soho. 


39.  Married 
twenty  years. 
Se  V  e  nt  e  en 
pregnancies : 
only  fifteen 
children,  the 
last  horn  8 
years  ago. 


Cancer  of  the  labia  uteri — ulce- 
rated. A  s  the  disease  did  not  seem 
far  advanced  the  use  of  a  frigo- 
rific  mixture  was  tried,  as  in  the 
previous  case.  No  good  resulted. 
Chlorate  of  potash  was  admin- 
istered, and  subsequently  the 
bromide  of  potassium;  but  the 
disease  steadily  progressed  as  long 
as  she  remained  under  treatment. 
Her  mother  died  of  cancer  of  the 
breast  at  the  age  of  73. 

The  whole  of  the  uterus  ap- 
pears infiltrated  with  cancer.  Is 
much  emaciated  and  prostrated. 
Did  not  feel  at  all  ill  or  suffer 
from  any  symptoms  of  disease 
until  eight  months  ago.  Before 
death,  which  happened  on  12th 
June,  1856,  there  was  phlegmasia 
dolens  of  right  thigh. 


66.  Married 
thirty- six 
years.  Has 
had  seven 
children :  tlie 
last  sixteen 
years  ago. 


Uterus  enlarged:  cervix  and 
labia  very  hard,  as  if  infiltrated 
with  scirrhus.  Has  the  cancerous 
cachexia  well  marked.  Her  pains 
were  relieved  in  a  decided  \v^y 
by  the  bromide  of  potassium.  No 
history  of  cancer  in  the  family : 
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Thikd  Series. — Cancer  of  the  Uterus. — f  Continued.) 


No. 


47 


48 


Date. 


4  April, 
1855. 


16  May, 
1855. 


49 


4  June, 
1855. 


60 


51 


13  June, 
1855. 


29  June, 
1855. 


62 


18  July, 
1865. 


Name. 


M.  R, 

Queen  Street, 
St.  GHes. 


A.  D., 
Netting  HiU. 


Mrs.  P., 
Denmark 

Street, 
St.  GHes. 


C.  C, 

GeorgeStreet, 
Grosvenor 
Square. 

H.  S., 

Hospital  for 
Women. 


E.  J., 

Somers' 
Town. 


Ago  and 
Social  State. 


58.  Married. 
7  children,  the 
youngest  18 
years  old. 

34.  Married 
twice.  Has 
had  five  child- 
ren, the  last 
being  six 
months  old. 
"Weaned  this 
infant  1  week 
ago. 

42.  Married 
many  years : 
had  one  child 
14  years  ago. 


54.  Married 
33  years.  Has 
had  5  children 
and  one  abor- 
tion. 

53.  Been  se- 
parated from 
husband  16 
years.  Three 
children,  the 
youngest 
beuig23  years 
old. 


60.  Married 
thirty  -  eight 
years.  Eight 
children  and 
five  abortions. 
Last  preg- 
nancy  17 
years  ago. 


History,  Symptoms,  Treatment,  &o. 


mother  still  living.  The  disease 
progressed  and  proved  fatal  on 
26th  October,  1855. 

Medullary  cancer  of  Hps  and 
cervix.  Has  had  a  constant  dis- 
charge of  blood  for  twelve  months. 
Catamenia  ceased  8  years  ago. 
Cancerous  cachexia  well  marked. 

The  neck  and  lower  part  of 
body  of  uterus  affected  with  ma- 
lignant ulceration.  Has  not  been 
well  since  her  last  labour.  Tonics, 
cod  liver  oil,  and  opiates  were  the 
chief  remedies.  Died  from  ex- 
haustion July,  1856. 


Lips  and  part  of  body  of  uterus 
destroyed  by  cancer.  Suffers 
Irom  severe  attacks  of  flooding. 
States  that  she  has  only  been  lU 
for  three  months,  a  statement 
confirmed  by  her  medical  man 
(Mr.  Weekes)  who  brought  her 
to  me.  There  is  no  history  of 
cancer  in  the  family :  her  brother 
died  of  phthisis.  She  derived  re- 
lief from  tonics  and  opium  in 
considerable  doses.  Died  from  ex- 
haustion October,  1856. 

The  entire  uterus  appears  to  be 
infiltrated  with  medullary  cancer. 
Symptoms  of  malignant  disease 
have  existed  for  four  months. 

Uterus  much  enlarged.  Its  ca- 
vity, into  which  the  finger  can 
be  passed,  is  fiUed  with  hard  ul- 
cerated nodules,  commimicating 
the  feel  of  scirrhus.  Has  had  at- 
tacks of  hasmorrhage  and  a  wa- 
tery discharge  for  the  last  seven 
months.  Catamenia  ceased  some 
years  ago.  No  hereditary  taint. 
As  she  did  not  get  well,  she  ap- 
plied to  the  Cancer  Hospital  at 
the  end  of  two  months. 

Oancer  uteri  very  far  advanced. 
It  will  probably  prove  fatal  in  a 
few  weeks.  Has  boon  under  me- 
dical treatment  for  cancer  for 
twelve  months.  Catamenia  ceased 
nine  or  ton  years  ago.  Has  had 
several  attacks  of  flooding  during 
the  last  three  years. 
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Third  Series. — Cancer  of  the  Uterus. — {Cmtinved.) 


No. 


63 


Date. 


18  Jidy, 
1855. 


54 


14  Aug., 
1865. 


Name. 


F.  W., 
Woolwich. 


M.  A.  W., 

Plummer 
Street,  City 
Eoad. 


Age  and  Social 
State. 


30.  Married 
seven  years  : 
never  preg- 
nant. 


31.  Married 
9  years.  Four 
children,  the 
last  labour 
having  he  en 
on  23rd  July, 
1864.  Weaned 
this  child  two 
months  since. 


History,  Symptoms,  Treatment,  &c. 


The  posterior  lip  of  the  uterus 
is  very  much  elongated,  is  ad- 
herent to  the  posterior  waU  of  the 
vagina,  and  is  the  seat  of  a  deep 
fangous  ulcer.  Attempts  to  stop 
the  ulceration  failed,  while  she 
remained  imder  my  care  some  few 
weeks.  She  thought  the  disease 
was  of  six  months'  duration. 

Cauliflower  excrescence  of  the 
OS  uteri.  The  chief  symptom  has 
heen  an  abundant,  iaodorous, 
watery  discharge.  The  catamenia 
have  appeared  naturally  since 
weaning,  the  baby.  On  making 
an  examination  tihe  finger  came 
in  contact  with  a  lobulated  fun- 
gous mass,  encircUng  the  os  uteri 
and  involving  both  lips.  It  re- 
sembled the  head  of  a  mushroom, 
and  appeared  about  three  inches 
in  circumference. 

Four  maternal  aunts  have  died 
of  cancer ;  viz.,  two  of  cancer 
uteri,  one  of  cancer  in  the  groin, 
and  one  of  this  disease  in  the 
breast.  Her  mother  is  living  and 
well.  She  could  assign  no  cause 
for  the  disease  except  grief  at 
losing  two  children  two  years  ago. 

On  the  20th  August  the  diseased 
mass  was  thoroughly  removed  by 
the  knife,  the  vagina  being  after- 
wards plugged  with  cotton  wool 
soaked  in  a  strong  infusion  of  ma- 
tico.  Subsequently  potassa  fusa 
was  applied  on  several  occasions 
to  the  parts  from  which  the  epi- 
thelial mass  had  sprung.  She  was 
discharged  apparently  cured  on 
the  Ist  October. 

On  the  12th  March,  1856,  she 
again  applied,  and  I  found  the 
disorder  returning  on  the  old  cica- 
trix. The  body  of  the  uterus  was 
enlarged  and  felt  unhealthy.  At- 
tempts wore  made  with  potassa 
fusa  to  stop  the  progress  of  the 
disease,  and  subsequently  with 
the  external  and  internal  use  of 
the  chloride  of  bromium  accord- 
ing to  the  plan  recommended  by 
Landolfi.  The  disease,  however, 
progressed,  and  ended  fatally  on 
the  27th  September,  1856. 
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Third  Seetes. — Cancer  or  the  Uterus. — {Coniinued.) 


No. 


65 


56 


57 


58 


69 


60 


61 


Date. 


19  Sept., 
1856. 


24  Oct., 
1855. 


7  Nov., 
1855. 


30  Jan., 
1856. 


13  Peb., 
1866, 


27  Feb., 
1856. 


12  March 
1856. 


Name. 


S.L., 

Hoxton. 


M.  A.  B., 

Howland 
Street,  Fitz- 
roy  Square. 


c.  a.. 

Frith  Street, 
Soho. 


H.  B., 

Hospital  |or 
Women. 


J.  F., 

Hospital  for 
Women. 


E.  D., 

Wakefield 
Street, 

Brunswick 
Square. 


M.  B.,'' 
NewCompton 
Street. 


Age  and 
Social  State. 


64.  Been  a 
widow  seven 
years.  Eleven 
pre  gnancies, 
the  last  eight- 
een years  ago. 

39.  Married 
twenty-two 
years:  Seven 
pregnancies : 
aborted  in 
May  last. 


34.  Married. 
Has  had  one 
chUd. 


28.  Married 
9  years.  One 
child  and  four 
abortions. 
Last  preg- 
nancy 4  years 
ago. 


66.  Widow 
for  27  years. 
Five  children: 
the  last  was 
bom  27  years 
ago. 

62.  Married. 
Ten  children: 
the  last  22 
years  ago. 


68.  Married. 
Six  children  : 
the  hist  was 
bom  26  years 
ago. 


History,  Symptoms,  Treatment,  &o. 


Cancer  of  the  uterus,  far  ad- 
vanced. The  whole  of  the  organ 
and  the  upper  part  of  the  vagina 
involved.  Has  suffered  from  a 
vaginal  discharge,  occasional 
floodings,  and  great  pain  for  two 
years.    Died  16th  June,  1856. 

Cancer  of  the  uterus,  far  ad- 
vanced. Health  has  been  failing 
for  two  years;  and  now  her 
strength  is  greatly  reduced  by 
numerous  floodings  and  some 
pain.  No  history  of  cancer  in  the 
family ;  lost  one  sister  by  "  chest 
disease,"    Died  3rd  Feb.,  1856. 

"Ulcerated  cancer  of  the  uterus, 
very  far  advanced.  Almost  the 
whole  of  the  vagina  is  involved. 
Has  suffered  from  floodings  with 
great  pain  for  three  years.  Died 
27th  December,  1855. 

Medullary  cancer  of  the  uterus. 
The  organ  is  fixed.  Has  also  rup- 
ture of  the  perineum  extending 
through  the  sphincter  ani, 
caused  by  a  lingering  labour  ne- 
cessitating the  use  of  instruments. 
lUness  commenced  in  April,  1855, 
with  pain  and  haemorrhage.  Ca- 
tamenia  were  regular  until  then. 

Medullary  cancer  of  uterus,  the 
ulceration  involving  the  upper 
part  of  vagina.  Symptoms  have 
existed  twelve  months.  From  her 
weakness  and  emaciation  it  is 
probable  that  a  few  weeks  will 
terminate  the  sufferings. 

The  lips  of  the  uterus  were  be- 
ing destroyed  by  epithelial  can- 
cer. The  uterus  was  fixed.  The 
disease  had  extended  through  the 
vaginal  septum  into  the  rectum. 
Had  suffered  for  twelve  months. 
She  died  September,  1856. 

Ulcerated  cancer  of  the  cervix 
uteri :  vagina  involved.  Had  ex- 
cellent health  until  tliree  years 
ago,  when  slio  first  began  to  suffer 
from  floodings.  Has  boon  under 
a  physician  for  two  years,  who 
said  it  was  "  the  change  of  life." 
Died  27th  September,  1856. 
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No. 


62 


63 


Date. 


Name. 


64 


65 


66 


67 


68 


12  Mar., 
1866. 


9  April, 
1856. 


2  July, 
1856. 


30  July, 
1856. 


S.  W., 

Bethnal 
Green. 


E.  S., 

Hospital  for 
Women. 


A.  D., 

Crawley, 
Sussex. 


6  August, 
1856. 


3  Sept., 
1866. 


E.  M., 
New  Comp- 
ton  Street, 
Soho. 


M.  A.  S., 

Hospital  for 
Women. 


12  Nov., 
1856. 


Age  and  Social 
State. 


44.  Widow  14 
years.  One 
child  23  years 
ago. 


67.  Married 
36  years.  Nine 
children,  and 
one  abortion : 
last  preg- 
nancy twelve 
years  ago. 

48.  Married. 
Eight  child- 
ren :  aborted 
3  years  ago. 


History,  Symptoms,  Treatment,  &c. 


The  uterus  and  vagina  form 
one  mass  of  ulcerated  cancer. 
Has  had  haemorrhage  and  pain 
for  a  year.  The  disease  is  near 
its  close. 

Medullary  cancer  of  uterus. 
Catamenia  ceased  twelve  years 
ago.  In  September,  1855,  she 
began  to  suffer  from  uterine 
haemorrhage,  pain,  and  a  dis- 
charge of  dirty  water. 


C.  0., 

Richmond 
Place,  Lamb's 
Conduit 
Street. 


J.  S., 

Brown  Street, 
Bryanston 
Square. 


TJlcerated  cancer  of  the  uterus 
far  advanced  ;  vagina  involved. 
The  disease  seems  to  have  com- 
menced one  year  ago  with  a 
copious  discharge  of  "the  whites," 
which  continued  seven  months. 
Then  bleeding  took  place;  and 
she  has  lost  blood  from  the  uterus 
every  day  for  the  last  five  months. 
Died,  17th  January,  1857. 

> 

Medullary  cancer.  Uterus  en- 
larged and  fixed ;  cavity  of  cer- 
vix ulcerated.  Sufiers  especially 
from  great  irritability  of  stomach, 
so  that  she  rejects  most  of  her 
food.  Was  only  relieved  by 
opiate  enemata. 

Ulcerated  cancer  uteri ;  far  ad- 
vanced. Dates  the  commence- 
ment of  her  sufierings  at  three 
months  back.  Derived  great  re- 
lief from  Indian  hemp  and  hen- 
bane. Opium  in  any  shape 
caused  severe  headache  and  sick- 
ness. 

Medullary  cancer  of  uterus; 
vagina  involved  in  the  ulceration. 
Catamenia  were  regular  until  four 
months  ago.  Since  then  has  had 
a  constant  watery  discharge  with 
frequent  attacks  of  bleeding.  Was 
much  relieved  by  opium. 

53.  Married,  Medullary  cancer  of  uterus, 
and  has  had  Cavity  of  cervix  ulcerated.  Ca- 
two  children,  tamenia  ceased  six  years  ago. 
The  youngest  One  year  since  began  to  suffer 
is  26  years  old.  from  flooding.  Two  brothers 
have  died  of  consumption.  A 


42.  Married 
19  years.  Four 
children :  the 
last  7  years 
old. 


38.  Married. 
Five  children 
and  1  abor- 
tio  n :  last 
pregnancy 
10  years  ago. 


40.  Married 
22  years.  Two 
children,  the 
youngest  15 
years  old. 
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No. 


Dato. 


69 


4  Dec, 
1856. 


70 


8  Oct., 
1858. 


Name. 


Mrs.  H., 

Tottenliain 
Court  Eoad. 


Mrs.  Q., 
Wellington 
BaiTacks, 
St.  James's 
Park. 


Age  and  Social 
State. 


40.  Married 
ten  years: 
never  preg- 
nant. 


38.  Married 
10  years.  Bus 
had  six  preg- 
nancies. The 
last  child  is 
five  months 
old,  and  she  is 
suckling  it. 


History,  Symptoms,  Treatment,  &o. 

the  end  of  six  weeks  the  ulcerated 
sui-face  felt  more  healthy,  and  the 
discharge  was  lessened  owing  to 
the  use  of  pills  of  chloride  of 
hromium,  morphia  at  night,  and 
an  injection  thrice  daily  of  liquo- 
ris  sodsB  chlorinatsB  §iiss.,  eodii 
chloridi  aquae  §xx.  After  a 
further  interval  of  a  few  weeks, 
as  the  amendment  did  not  in- 
crease, she  put  herself  under  the 
care  of  another  practitioner. 

Cervix  uteri  affected  with  ulce- 
rated medullary  cancer.  Was 
particularly  strong  and  well  until 
April  last.  There  is  no  history 
of  cancer  or  consumption  in  her 
family.  In  this  case  Landolfi's 
plan  of  treatment  was  fairly  tried. 
The  tenth  part  of  a  drop  of  chlo- 
ride of  hromium  was  given  in  a 
pill  twice  daily ;  and  the  ulcera- 
tion was  dressed  carefully  with 
cotton  wool  soaked  ia  a  solution 
of  chloride  of  bromium  (m  xxx. 
to  water  §iv.)  After  a  time  the 
strength  of  the  pUls  and  lotion 
was  increased.  Morphia  was 
needed  at  night  to  obtain  sleep. 
The  result  of  the  treatment  was 
considerable  improvement  in  the 
appearance  of  the  ulcerated  sur- 
face so  that  it  almost  healed ; 
this  amendment  taking  place  at 
the  same  time  that  it  was  quite 
clear  the  constitutional  symptoms 
were  increasing  in  severity.  Death 
took  place  from  exhaustion,  15  th 
May,  1857. 

There  is  an  epithelial  growth 
(cauliflower  excrescence)  the  sine 
of  a  hen's  egg,  growing  from  the 
posterior  Up  of  the  uterus.  Has 
not  been  well  since  the  birth  of 
her  child  in  May;  having  suf- 
fered much  pain,  together  with 
a  constant  watoiy  discharge 
tinged  with  blood.  19th  Octo- 
ber I  removed  the  tumour 
with  the  knife.  On  the  21st  of 
January,  1869,  my  report  says : — 
"  I  have  boon  trying  to  prevent 
the  return  of  the  growth  by  the 
frequent  application  of  potaesa 


E 
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No. 


71 


72 


73 


Date. 


4  Marcli, 
1859. 


9  Sept., 
1869. 


Nome. 


Mrs.  P., 
Hampstead. 


11  Nov., 
1869. 


Mrs.  H., 
Euston  Eoad. 


Age  and  Social 
State. 


History,  Symptoms,  Treatment,  &o. 


60.  Married, 
Four  children 
and  one  abor- 
tion:  last 
pregnancy 
21  years  ago. 


fusa,  acid  nitrate  of  mercury  &c. 
Arsenic  has  heen  given  internally. 
All  is  of  no  avaU,  however,  the 
tumour  now  being  as  large  as  be- 
fore." On  the  12th  February, 
assisted  by  Messrs.  Lane,  Ede, 
and  Hulme,  I  removed  the 
tumour  and  the  lip  of  the  uterus 
from  which  it  sprung,  checking 
the  haemorrhage  by  plugging  with 
cotton  wool  soaked  in  tincture  of 
sesquichloride  of  iron.  On  the 
1st  March  a  small  excrescence 
again  made  its  appearance,  but 
was  destroyed  by  injecting  the 
tincture  of  the  sesquichloride  of 
iron  into  its  substance.  So  the 
case  went  on,  the  growth  coming 
forward  and  being  destroyed. 
Other  physicians  were  consulted, 
but  the  strength  gradually  be- 
came exhausted,  and  she  died  7th 
January,  1860. 

The  cavity  of  the  cervix  and 
body  destroyed  by  meduUary 
cancer.  The  lips  of  the  uterus 
are  almost  healthy.  Catamenia 
ceased  at  48.  It  is  doubtful 
whether  there  is  any  hereditary 
taint :  the  father  died  of  "  a  tu- 
mour on  the  shotdder."  The  first 
symptom  of  disease  was  an 
attack  of  flooding  in  October, 
1867.  Since  then  has  had  nume- 
rous similar  losses,  and  an  abun- 
dant serous  discharge. 


28.  Married 
eight  years 
Two  children, 
the  last  being 
8  years  old. 


S.  B., 

DUlington, 
Huntingdon- 
shire. 


62.  Married 
thirty-two 
years.  Three 
children  and 
4    abortions : 


Epithelial  cancer  of  the  lips 
and  cervix.  There  is  no  distinct 
tumour,  but  the  ulcerated  sur- 
face has  just  the  feel  and  appear- 
ance presented  in  the  advanced 
stage  of  chimney-sweepers'  can- 
cer. The  symptoms  first  began 
two  years  ago,  and  now  the 
disease  is  so  advanced  that  death 
seems  inevitable  in  the  course  of 
a  few  weeks.  Her  mother  died 
of  carcinoma  uteri  at  the  age  of  40. 

Medulary  cancer  of  the  lips  of 
the  uterus.  The  first  symptom 
was  an  attack  of  flooding  18 
months  ago.  Now  the  organ  is 
fixed,  is  exceedingly  tender,  and 
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No. 

Date. 

Name. 

Age  and  Social 
State. 

History,  Symptoms,  Treatment,  &e. 

last  preg- 
nancy  twenty 
four  years  ago. 

she  is  very  weak.  Tonics  and 
sedatives  relieved  the  sufferings 
for  a  time. 

74 

July, 
1860. 

A.  P., 

King's  Col- 
lege Hospital. 

62.  Widow. 
Has  had  ten 
pregnancies  : 
the  last  child 
was  horn  in 
Nov.  1840. 

The  uterus  was  low  down  in 
the  cavity  of  the  pelvis,  and  com- 
pletely fixed.  The  labia  were 
destroyed  by  a  large  malignant 
ulcer,  the  edges  of  which  were 
hard  and  fungoid.  There  was 
a  copious,  offensive,  watery  dis- 
charge, with  occasional  floodings. 
The  face  showed  the  effects  of 
pain  and  poverty.  Her  Ulness 
began  about  fifteen  months  ago. 
There  was  no  history  of  any  here- 
ditary taint. 

By  helping  her  to  procure  good 
nourishing  food,  by  checking  the 
hsemorrhage  with  astringents 
(chiefly  the  gallic  and  sulphuric 
acids  and  cianamon),  and  by  keep- 
ing her  free  from  pain  with  mor- 
phia this  poor  woman  very  much 
improved.  The  uterine  disease  ap- 
peared to  remain,  stationary.  At 
the  end  of  two  years  she  began  to 
get  weaker  again,  and  slowly  the 
disease  advanced.  Death  occurred 
in  October,  1862. 

76 

23  Nov., 
1860. 

S.  H., 

Hunter  Street 
Brunswick 
Sc[uare. 

54.  Married. 
Ten  children : 
the  last  aged 

1  Q 

10. 

Medullary  cancer  of  the  uterus. 
The  earliest  symptom  was  an  at- 
tack of  flooding  eighteen  months 
ago.  In  addition  to  the  usual 
symptoms  there  is  severe  coccy- 
dynia. 

76 

26  April, 
1861. 

Mrs.  a 

50.  Married. 
Two  children, 
and  two  abor- 
tions. 

Medullary  cancerof  the  uterus. 
The  first  symptom  was  an  attack 
of  flooding  nine  months  ago.  Is 
now  very  prostrated  with  pain 
and  ha3morrhage. 

77 

10  May, 
1861. 

Mrs.  T., 

Maiden  Lane, 
Covent 
Garden. 

25.  Married 
eight  years. 
Four  preg- 
nancies :  the 
last  ended  in 
abortion  throe 
years  and  half 
ago. 

The  lips  and  cavity  of  the  ute- 
rus were  the  seat  of  a  fungoid 
medullary  ulceration.    Her  mo- 
ther died  of  phthisis. 

Great  relief  was  derived  for  a 
time  from  tonics  and  opiates.  At 
the  boginnrng  of  October  she  said 
she  had  never  expected  to  have 
been  so  woU  as  she  had  lately 
felt.    Still  the  disease  was  slowly 
progressing.    Early  in  December 
she  had  !in  attack  of  acute  di-opsy 

E  2 


54 


Thibd  Series. — Cancer  of  the  UTERtrs. — {Contintted.) 


No. 


78 


Date. 


Nomo. 


29  June, 
1861. 


79 


80 


6  July, 
1861. 


30  July, 
1801. 


S.  M., 

Eegent's 
Paxk. 


Mrs.  P., 
Bow. 


Miss  T., 
London. 


Ago  and  Social 
State. 


39.  Married 
14  years 
Three  preg- 
nancies :  the 
last  eight  and 
a  half  years 
ago. 


History,  SymptomB,  Treatment,  &o. 


with  albuminuria.  Her  symptoms 
were  relieved ;  but  in  a  day  or  two 
the  ulceration  had  extended  down 
the  vagina  and  had  eaten  a  hole 
through  the  septum  into  the 
bladder.  Soon  afterwards  there 
was  almost  complete  suppression 
of  urine ;  and  she  died  in  a  fit  of 
renal  epUepsy  on  27th  December, 
1862.  At  the  autopsy  the  uterus 
and  vagina  were  affected,  as  has 
been  described ;  the  opening  into 
the  bladder  being  the  size  of  a 
shilling.  The  kidneys  were  in  a 
state  of  fatty  degeneration. 

Medullary  cancer  of  the  uterus : 
lips  and  cavity  of  cervix  deeply 
ulcerated,  and  the  whole  organ 
fixed.  Sent  to  me  by  Dr.  Bat- 
tershell  Gill,  who  mentioned  that 
that  there  had  been  symptoms  ot 
uterine  disease  for  about  sixteen 
months.  The  fitrst  attack  of  flood- 
ing was  in  May,  1860.  Mother 
and  grandmother  died  of  phthisis : 
one  brother  died  "  from  short 
breath  and  cough,"  and  one  from 
scrofiila.  The  most  troublesome 
symptom  in  this  case  was  flatu- 
lence, and  towards  the  last  sick- 
ness. Opiate  enemata,  night  and 
morning,  gave  most  relief.  About 
the  10th  October,  1862,  there  was 
a  severe  attack  of  flooding,  which 
caused  great  prostration.  She 
died  on  1st  November,  1862. 


30.  Married 
4  years.  One 
abortion  : 
then  went  full 
time,  and  was 
delivered  of  a 
dead  child  in 
April,  1859. 


37.  Has  been 
married  un- 
known to  her 
fi-iends.  Never 
pregnant. 


Ulcerated  epithelial  cancer  of 
labia  uteri  and  cervix.  Although 
the  ulceration  is  not  very  deep, 
yet  the  uterus  is  fixed,  and  hence 
local  treatment  can  do  no  goodm 
eradicating  the  disease.  On  the 
13th  September  I  was  told  that 
this  patient  was  about  to  undergo 
an  operation  in  a  London  hos- 
pital. At  the  end  of  tho  year 
she  was  reported  to  me  as  being 
on  her  deatti-bed. 

There  is  a  tumour  at  the  lower 
part  of  the  abdomen,  tho  size  of 
the  foctJil  head  at  the  fuU  term  of 
pregnancy.  Examined  per  vagi- 
nam,  the  tumouf  is  foxmd  grow- 


65 


Third  Sbkies. — Cancer  of  the  Uterus. — {Continued.) 


No. 

Date. 

Name. 

Age  and  Social 
State. 

History,  Symptoms,  Treatment,  &o. 

ing  from  the  anterior  wall  of  the 
uterus.  It  resembles  a  common 
fibrous  tumour,  but  there  are 
signs  of  the  cancerous  cachexia : 
it  was  first  discovered  three 
months  ago.  Catamenia  very 
abundant.  Has  great  pain  in  the 
growth,  and  suflfers  much  from 
sickness.  No  remedy  gave  relief 
but  opium.  For  some  few  weeks 
she  was  under  the  care  of  Mr.  E. 
U.  Berry.  Death  occurred  from 
exhaustion,  30th  September,  1861. 

81 

17  Aug., 
1861. 

Mrs.  L., 
Hampstead 
Road. 

65.  Married 
many  yeaxs, 
and  has  had 
several  child- 
ren. 

There  was  a  tumour  of  the 
uterus,  very  much  like  a  fibrous 
growth,  and  clearly  distinguish- 
able the  size  of  a  large  fist  at  the 
bottom  of  the  abdomen.  The 
constitutional  condition  was  that 
of  cancer.  The  most  marked 
symptoms  were  pain  and  exhaus- 
tion. Death  took  place  8th  Oc- 
tober, 1861.  In  this  and  the 
preceding  case  the  physical  ex- 
amination would  have  led  to  the 
diagnosis  of  simple  fibrous  tu- 
mour of  the  uterus,  but  the  gene- 
ral symptoms  pointed  to  malig- 
nant disease.  There  is  no  reason 
to  believe  that  the  disease,  in 
either  case,  at  first  consisted  of  a 
fibrous  tumour,  in  which  cancer 
was  subsequently  deposited. 

82 

20  Sepi, 
1861. 

Mrs.  H.  D., 

"Worcester- 
shire. 

43.  Married 
when  young. 
Has  had  four 
live  children, 
and  3  still- 
born: last 
pregnancy 
17  years  ago. 

There  was  medullary  ulceration 
of  the  cavity  of  the  cervix.  As  the 
ulcer  was  not  deep,  and  the  uterus 
did  not  appear  fixed,  it  seemed  a 
fair  case  for  treatment.  Symptoms 
of  disease  were  first  manifested  sis 
months  ago.  She  was  ordered 
tonics  with  the  pharmacopceial 
solution  of  chloride  of  arsenic; 
and  frequent  attempts  were  made 
to  destroy  the  ulcerated  surface 
with  the  dried  sulphate  of  zinc, 

tlie  actual  cautery.  For  a  time 
benefit  seemed  to  accrue,  as  the 
pain  was  lessoned  and  the  offen- 
sive watery  discharge  diminished. 
At  the  end  of  the  year,  however, 
the  general  health  began  to  fail, 
and  then  all  local  treatment 
was  discontinued ;  country  air, 
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No. 


Date. 


83 


8  Jan., 
1862. 


84 


Name. 


Mrs.  K  F.  S., 
Hampsliire. 


Age  and  Social 
State. 


60.  Married 
many  years, 
and  lias  tad 
five  children. 
The  last  preg- 
nancy was  20 
years  ago. 


History,  Symptoms,  Treatment,  &c. 


21  March 
1862. 


Mrs.  G., 
Upper  Sey- 
mour Street, 
St.  Pancras. 


61,  Widow 
for  12  years. 
Has  had  four 
children,  and 
two  abortions. 
Last  preg- 
nancy ten 
years  ago. 


simple  tonics,  and  opiates  being 
trusted  to.  She  died  7th  August, 
1862. 

There  was  a  fungoid  growth 
(medullary  cancer),  the  size  of  a 
chesnut  growing  from  the  ante- 
rior wall  of  the  cervix  towards 
the  cavity.  The  earliest  symptom 
of  disease    was    an  attack  of 
haemorrhage  in  November,  1860. 
Mr.  William  Bannister,  of  Hav- 
ant,  whose  patient  she  was,  agreed 
with  me  in  the  propriety  of  re- 
moving the  growth.    On  the  24th 
January,  1862,  the  patient  was 
placed  under  the  influence  of 
chloroform,  and,  assisted  by  Mr. 
W.  Bannister  and  his  brother,  I 
excised  the  tumour,  cutting  away 
as  much  of  the  healthy  tissue  as 
could  be  safely  done.    The  seat 
of  the  growth  was  afterwards 
dressed  daily  with  the  tincture  of 
thesesquicblorideof  iron;  and  she 
took  five  TninimH  of  liquor  potassae 
arsenitis  with  half  a  drachm  of 
liquor  potassae  in  half  a  pint  of 
milk  three  times  a  day.    On  the 
19th  March  she  returned  home 
apparently  well,  except  that  there 
was  a  considerable  serous  dis- 
charge and  some  debility.  On 
the  20th  July  I  saw  this  lady 
again,  and  found  the  uterus  one 
mass  of  medullary  cancer,  the 
organ  being  so  enlarged  that  its 
fundus  could  be  felt  two  inches 
above  the  pubes.  She  died  on  the 
12th  November. 

Medullary  cancer  of  cervix: 
the  uterus  is  immovable.  There 
were  no  symptoms  till  three 
months  back,  when  she  had  an 
attack  of  flooding  attributed  to 
"  the  change  of  life."  Catamenia 
had  pre\dously  been  regular.  Has 
lost  a  brother  and  a  sister  from 
phthisis.  Under  the  influence  of 
a  grain  of  extract  of  opium  every 
night  this  patient's  general  health 
has  much  improved.  Locally, 
matters  seem  stationary  at  tho 
present  time,  (2nd  December, 
1862.) 
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Date. 

Name. 

Age  and  Social 
State. 

History,  Symptoma,  Treatment,  &o. 

10  AprQ, 
1862. 

ilrs.  C, 
Wiilton 
Street, 
Chelsea. 

55.  Married 
thirty  years. 
Been  preg- 
nant five  or 
six  times. 

The  entire  cavity  of  the  pelvis 
appeared  the  seat  of  medullary 
deposit.    The  skin  on  the  inner 
part  of  the  right  thigh  also  was 
afiected.  Mr.  Eobert  Ellis  sought 
iny  opinion  in  confirmation  of  his 
view  that  the  case  was  hopeless, 
The  symptoms  of  cancer  first  ma- 
nifested themselves  two  years  ago. 
One  sister  died  of  cancer.   A  se- 
vere attack  of  diarrhoea  set  in  a 
few  days  after  my  visit,  and  death 
occurred  from  exhaustion  on  the 
28th  April,  1862. 

16  April, 
1862. 

Miss  K., 
King  Street, 
Westminster. 

46.  Single. 
Catam  en  ia 
regular. 

The  liver  was  immensely  en- 
larged and  full  of  nodules  of 
cancer.    Had  been  ill  for  nine 
months,  and  was  evidently  sink- 
ing; though  a  homojopath  told 
her  a  few  days  since  that  she 
would  soon  be  well.  Her  terrible 
suiFerings  were    mitigated  by 
opium  till  her  death  on  the  10th 
May.    At  the  autopsy  the  abdo- 
minal cavity  was  found  almost 
filled  by  the  liver,  which  was 
crowded  with  deposits  of  medul- 
lary cancer.    Parts*  of  the  peri- 
toneum in  contact  with  this  gland 
were  dotted  with  little  cancerous 
masses;  while  there  was  also  a 
secondary  deposit  in  the  anterior 
lip  of  the  uterus. 

31  May, 
1862. 

E.  S, 
Camden 
Town. 

43.  Was  mar- 
ried at  16.  Six 
children ;  two 
abortions. 
Last  preg- 
nancy seven 
years  ago. 

The  uterus  appears  infiltrated 
with  medullary  disease.     It  is 
enlarged  and  fixed :  there  is  no 
ulceration.    Was  under  my  care 
for  uterine  disease  in  1861,  when 
a  cure  was  effected  by  constitu- 
tional treatment  only.    The  first 
symptom  of  present  affection  was 
an  attack  of  flooding  four  months 
ago.  No  hereditary  taint.  Ascribes 
her  suffering  to  mental  anxiety. 
Advised  tonics  i^ood  diet  Jistrin- 
gents,  &c. 

26  July, 
1802. 

f 

A.  M. 

63.  Married 
twenty-  seven 
years.  Five 
children :  the 
last  16  years 
ago. 

Medullary    cancer.  Caustics 
have  been  freely  applied  by  a 
surgeon,  with  slight  relief  to  the 
local  symptoms.     The  general 
health  is  rapidly  failing.  No 
hereditary  taint.     "Change  of 
life"  took  place  twelve  months 
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Third  Series. — Cancer  of  the  Uterus. — (Continued.) 


No. 

Date. 

Name. 

Age  and  Social 
State. 

History,  Symptoms,  Treatment,  &c. 

i 
I 

igo,  and  she  has  never  been  well 
since.     On  the    5th  January, 
L863,  1  examined  her  again,  and 
bund  the  whole  of  the  pelvic  ca- 
vity filled  with  malignant  disease. 
Since  August  she  has  been  a  pa- 
tient at  the  Cancer  Hospital. 
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22  Aug., 
1862. 

Mrs.  R., 
Vinegar  Yard 
Drury  Lane. 

62.    Has  had 
fourteen  chil- 
dren bom  a- 
live,  and  two 
or  three  abor- 
tions. 

Ulcerated  cancer  (medullary) 
of  the  uterus,  far  advanced.  The 
organ  is  fixed.    Her  symptoms 
liave  existed  for  about  two  years  ; 
and  she  is  now  very  feeble  and 
emaciated,  being  worn  out  with 
suffering.    Nothing  can  be  done 
but  to  relieve  her  pain  with  mor- 
phia, chloric  ether,  &c.  There 
was  no  hereditary  taint.  Died 
14th  October,  1862. 
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13  Nov., 
1862. 

M.  A., 

King's  Col- 
lege Hospital. 

47.  Married 
nineteen  yrs.; 
never  preg- 
nant. 

Uterus  fixed,  and  the  lips  and 
cervix  destroyed  by  malignant 
ulceration.  Upper  part  of  vagiaa 
involved.    Catamenia  were  regu- 
lar until  four  months  ago.  The 
first  symptom  was  an  offensive 
watery  discharge,  which  began 
in  December,  1861.  In  February 
last  had  the  first  flooding.  Father 
died  of  dropsy ;  mother  perished 
in  the  puerperal  state.  Tonics 
and  morphia  have  been  given, 
and  the  case  will  be  watched. 
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15  Nov., 
1862. 

J.  E.  M., 

King's  Col- 
lege Hospital. 

33.  Married 
sixteen  years ; 
never  preg- 
nant. 

Medullary  cancer  of  the  lips 
and  cervix,  advanced  to  ulcera- 
tion. The  catamenia  were  regular 
until  last  April,  when  she  had  an 
attack  of  flooding.    Since  then 
has  had  a  discharge  of  blood 
almost  daily.    There  is  no  here- 
ditary taint.   Ordered  bark,  chlo- 
ric ether,  morphia,  &c. 
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22  Nov., 
1862. 

A.  H., 
King's  Col- 
lege Hospital 

42.  Married 
eleven  years : 
three  children 
and  two  abor- 
tions. Las' 
pregnancy  7 
years  ago. 

The  uterus  is  fixed,  and  the 
labia  and   cervical   cavity  de- 
stroyed by  medullary  ulceration. 
The  catamenia  were  regular  until 
,  last  August,  when  she  had  an 
attack  of  flooding.    Since  then 
has  constantly  had  "  an  offensive 
discharge  of  blood  and  water " 
with  great  pain.    There  is  no 
hereditary  taiat;  no  dfancerous 
cachexia. 
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If  the  foregoing  table  be  examined  in  detail  it  will  be  found 
that  of  the  92  cases,  80  were  married,  and  10  were  widows  or 
were  separated  fi-om  their  husbands.  Then  1  woman  was 
smgle  (No.  26),  but  she  had  been  delivered  of  a  child  at  the 
full  term,  seven  yeai-s  prior  to  the  occurrence  of  any  symptom 
of  malignant  disease;  while  in  the  only  example  of  secondary 
utenne  cancer  (No.  86)  the  patient  was  unmarried  and  a 
virgm. 

When  the  disease  is  far  advanced  it  is  frequently  very 
^^^^^^  as  to  the  variety  of  cancer  to  which  it  belongs 
Ihis  difficulty  seems  to  have  been  present  in  80  of  the  cases  • 
while  m  47  the  affection  was  noted  as  being  medullary  •  in  7 
scirrhus  ;  and  in  8,  epithehal.  In  4  of  the  latter  the  disease 
assumed  the  form  of  the  cauliflower  excrescence.  With  only 
7  mstances,  not  mcluding  1  doubtful  case,  was  there  the  history 
ot  any  hereditary  cancerous  taint:  and  10  patients,  not  in- 
cluding 1  doubtful,  had  lost  relatives  by  phthisis.  On  looking 
to  the  ages  of  the  women  when  they  applied  for  advice,  it 
appears  that : —  ri  , 


5  were  between  25  and  30  yeaxs  of  age. 


12 
10 
17 
12 
15 

6 
12 

3 

92 


30 
35 
40 
45 
50 
55 
60 
65 


35 
40 
45 
50 
55 
60 
65 
70 


T^oi^f  T»  ^^^^^ole  number,  12  had  never  been  pregnant,  1 
had  had  "  several"  children,  and  23  had  aborted  once  or  oftenm'. 

^^""^        ^^'^  "^^^  497  pregnancies 

W  K  I  "^'.^  to  ^^'^     ^l^s  is  at 

least  ^2  above  the  proportion  m  England.    Thus  :— 


9  had  had  1  pregnancy. 


8 
2 
6 
11 
8 
7 
8 
4 


2  pregnancies. 
9 


6  had  had  10  pregnancies. 


4 
I 
1 
1 
I 
2 

79 


11 
12 
13 
16 
16 
17 
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These  results,  which  can  scarcely  _  depend  upon  accidental 
causes  seem  to  show  that  child-beanng  predisposes  m  some 

"TZnly  ^^^^^^^^^^  total  duration  of  the  disease 

be  s Wsed.  The  longest  interval  from  the  earliest  symptom 
u^tn  Sh  was  4^  yea?s  the  shortest  6  months.  1--  case 
„o  ft  mATi^^lm  in  one  8,  m  one  10,  m  one  11,  m  two  i^,  in 
lri3  in  ont  15,  Si  one  17,  in  two  19  .in  one  22,  in  three  24 
in  thr^e  25,  in  one  26,  in  four  32,  and  in  one  51  months.  In 
24  oSer  ins  ances  the  time  wHch  elapsed  from  the  commence- 
menrof  appropriate  treatment  until  death  ranged  from  5  weeks 

No  "Example  of  the  coincident  deposition  of  cancer  in  the 
uterus  and  in  the  breast  has  fallen  under  my  observation. 

It  has  been  thought  that  "  disproportionate  and  intemperate 
coit  on"  Si  produce  carcinoma  of  the  uterus  when  other 

Sirt—s 'combine  to  impair  tl^e  Y^^'arfS "  m; 
nowers  of  a  system  not  naturally  robust.    But,  as  tar  as  my 
experience  goes,  nothing  has  been  seen  which  enables  me  to 
Srmthif  statement;  and  I  cannot  but  imagme  that  there  is 
rfoundationfortheopinion.  Prostitutes  -^^^^^^Z, 
less  liable  to  this  disease  than  other  women.  The  tact  ot  trequeM 
S-bearSgis  no  indication,,  but  rather  the  rewse  f  ^^^^ 
cessive  copulation.    And,  inqumngm  to  this  PO^^  °f  ^h^^^^^^ 
bands  of  some  of  my  patients,  it  has  often  appeared  that  tHere 
has  been  an  aversion  to  sexual  intercourse  for.  several  months 
prior  to  the  existence  of  any  symptoms  of  uterine  cancer. 
'  And  finally,  it  is  to  be  remarked  that  no  inferences  as  to 
the  regularity  or  otherwise  of  the  catamenia  can  be  d^'^^X 
the  foregoing  cases.    Every  sangumeous  discharge  from  the 
sexual  organs  is  regarded  by  women  as  a  menstrual  flow  ,  and 
Xn  thefe  discharfes  recur  rather  frequently,  they  are  merely 
Thought  to  be  due  to  "  the  change  of  Hfe."  It  is  on  y  when  there 
is  an  attack  of  flooding  that  much  attention  is  paid  to  the  mattei . 
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